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| Antares thoſe many arts, by which the Man ef Sin 
hath advanced himſelf into the place of God, this 1 en 
of the leaſt, that though his whole doctrine, and eſpeci- 

ally his diſeipline, as to the Gumpiex nd ſyſteme ori: 
be but a blaſphemous innovation; yet he ſtill retains me 


ancient names, and fits them unte his very new "orders: + 
thus he keeps the magnificient ftile of a chüfch, he pre- 
tends great reverence. to the Scriptures; 'he calls' Rib" offi 5 
cers biſhops and deacons; und if any be To! bold as t6 _ 
_ quarrel with his ceremonies, ke hides the deformity of all. | 


under the ſpecious names of decency and odet by which 5 
means he ſhews how well he deſerves to be ſtylell Myſtel | 
2% as maſking his iniquity and ſatanical depthe under | * 


religious and holy cover, by-which che un wary und ine 1 
ee ee ee e Ne 020 Pens 2 
What is the praKice of the rn It teligious,” dag 5 5 \ 
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5 2 2 iv * 
? ang ww rave been the ulige ot the Roman Eperbiürs, = 

civil affairs; who, though they did arrogate the ſole power : 
"4 v0 themſelves, yet to charm and quiet the multitude, and 
to make them by degrees to forget their liberty, they left 
| then afaint ſhadowef it, it and N „faith my author, 
eadem magi aral och ua, 2 titles of magiſ- 1 
trates, which they were de to in their times of a 
common-wealth: in this, as well as in his laws, and greateſt 
part of his government, hath the Pope made an image of 3 
hlt beat? add by fitainihg/ Eadem vocathla, the old. 


names, he hath made his own deviliſh inventions, at firſt 


= to be peaceably received, and fince (fo great is the power 
P y gr P 


ef guſtom and.grejudice) in moſt, partsof.. the world, te be 
| | Snyiglably and. religiouſly preſeryeds.. mii hoanirgebs Us 
e eee ee ee ee | 
yo ignarapt;, but, is read. to ſmile v65! plas ctexts's 
: Fate i have prayed for tlas, that tyy faith ail Aph iv and 
| Pathfeed mpſbechs when he hears! them aphlyedt 10 
| © ſuppartthe,Pops's infalhbilitz and ſupremacy. Men who 
axegnilling t9 ſearch, the;Scriptures, and: H how, plain Þ 
and imme the ſtile of the mic, he. fax removed from all 
ſophiſtey; of pep. he labour to.wreft and torture them z 
e hs Faduced taſpelicvfncłhat che biſbep of 
Rarpr⸗ whois, gexyer mentionęl ſyouldi be... irk Peter's, 


| and. then Ghuift's duccetibr,and;aghanther:thinkthat he, 
HEY Ahn lire inekhe templę or; ehureh of (God, Ne dikeſedds 
| gives new laws, gud diſpengeth bdldly. ith theodones: 
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3 e as ape oft 
who, pretends. 1 to muacles, and. uſeth, the name. of. Chyit, : A 
only to ppaſe the parity of his worſhip, and tomyrdeghis 


lagy.of. che Sins 


worthippgrs. :Whocopſidersthis, cannot but acknawledgey | 
that be, upto whom theſs marke agree, is indeed that An 
tighriſt, that, Mau aß, n. that Jau leſs one, whom God path be” 


. Dgw. diſcovered, and At hf intends utterly to. deftroy. . 


Hut there is angther myſtery, afgjmatt ax;fatal Aug : 
nicigus conſequence as the other bio lies yet copepal'd, 
and hat lis, the eptente of he cinil magiſtrates power; who, 
ir ig, to whom that pame belongs, and. hoy far, his domi. 
non reacherh.; : Lhiz,being fully, and im partially done, by. 
the Author of this following Freatife,] mall got penn, 


tot, here; but, mee the.reader.to. gonſidęrſericuſi 


of how infinjte,concernment it is, to have lis gonſcienes 
ſettled, and the diſputes riling from hence, rightly ſtated : 


18 WH 3 10 


for if there be a falſe hagiltracy, as-well as a falſe and 


pretended miniſtry, then it is evident, that obedience and 


ſubjection (I mean in point of conſcience) is as little due - 


to the one, as reverence and honour 1s, unto the other. : 

In this, as I have had my ſelf, ſo I doubt not but every 
ingenious reader will likewiſe receive fatisfaQion at leaſt 
this advantage muſt needs be gained, that thote who 


15 have hard thoughts of the kingdom of Chriſt, and load 
"io with bitter invediives, as if It were utterly inconſiſtent” - 
with the ciyil peace, by peruſing of this they will find 


their errour, and be brought to confeſs, that there can 
be no ay, and folid wm until that government ve. 


removed, and we hall ſerve him without "feat, 


5 GI: 


eſtabliſhed; becauſe the foundation of it is nothing elſe but 


righteouſneſs: He that loves his neighbour as himſelf, who i 


dares not wrong his own fleſh, or injure any who bears his 


Makers i image, is already a ſubject of Chriſt's kingdom &; 


and whoe ver have entertained any other notion of it, do 
not know either what they pray for, when they ſay, Thy 


kingdom come, or what they ſpeak. again, when they re- 


proach and vilifie j it. When men of the earth have conſult- 
ed and employed their utmoſt rage, yet Chriſt is King in- 
deed; and here is laid down a brief idea and platform of his 
government : And bappy are they, who have already in ſpi- 
rit ſubmitted” onto the empire cf this king, do wait by faith 


22 Ind patience, till he doth hafte to accompliſh the promiſe 


ef his coming, when the yoke of oppreſſors ſhall utterly be | 
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of the rb and 2 inſtitution of Magi y. 


xx firſt dominion or rule appointed by God amongſt 
men, was placed i in the elder brother or firſt born ealled 


the patriarch or head of the family. The inſtitution os 
the patriarchal rule; ſeems to be laid down, Gen. iv. 7. 


in God's words to Cain concerning Abel; And unto thee 


hall be his defire, and thou ſhalt, rule over him.” Therefore 


were the firſt born called the excellency of dignity and 
power, Gen. xlix. 3. A catalogue of the patriarchs both 
| before and after the flood, is recorded Gen. v. and x. 
chapters: It was to the elders or patriarchs that Moſes 
and Aaron addreft, when they came to conduct the 1 
raelites out of Egypt, Exod. vi. 29. A catalogue of ſome 
of them are upon record *, Exod. vi. 14. which elderſhip, 
or birth right, Eſau ſold his brother Jacob, Gen. xxv. 3. 
Heb. xii. 16. And by virtue whereof the patriarch Ju- 


| dah gave judgment i in the caſe of Thamar, Gen. xxxviii- 


24. Though 1 in this time amongſt the children of men 
in the nations, there was another government ſet up, of 
which and the author thereof we read, Gen. x. 8 „9. 10. 


A Nimrod Ll the fon of Cuſb, the ſon of Ham ; began to be. 


* The Sandhedrim or 70 were choſen out of chew, Numb. ai. 16 16. 
W hom thou knoweſ/t to be elders. _- 18. ; 
+ Nimrod ſignifies a rebel. 
ad; alot 2 „ _ in «bom wes no oright efrate, cl 
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à mighty one in the earth, he was a mighty hunter f before 


' xvi. 16; 
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the Lord}; and the beginning wf bis kingdom was Babel: 
Who was the firſt that we read of th t erected monarchi- 
cal government, whichiwas Sr ko years after the 
Hood, the foundation of the Aon monarchy, whoſe 
attern the reſt of the nations took i in their governments, 
(though _— and *oppreffive in ic) natite ang, gon. 
ſtirckion) whe pin eg have an acco 25 Judges 111 
I Samuel viii. In imitatien of hom, the poſterity of 
Eſau ſet up their Kings, Gen. XXXvi. 31. And theſe are the 
kings that reigned in the land of Eſau, before there reigned 
any kings in Iſrael. Thougli profane Eſau had in him no. 
right of rule, having ſordidly fold the ſame, Gen. xxv. and 
34. Heb. xi. 16. This was the pattern that Iſrael alſo 
took, when they would let up, a king like the natięps, to 
the rejecting of God, and "bringing a Plague and Cur; 
* themſelves, '1- Sam; HE 10 . inimtob Ji AK 
The ſecond ſort ob rule an govdrnméit we read m | 
Ecripture;! were judges and rulers; iwhictupon the! giv: 
ing of the written law, God appointed to be the adpini: 
ſtrators thereof, witk rules and directions! tocall them in 
to and direct them in their truſts. The inſtitutiom ofithe 
rule by judges; Deut. xvii: 198. ERV xvii." 417 22 


Numb. xi. 14. & c. Judges and officers Nuit. thou mate u 
all thy gates, and they foal judge the prophe with 5 Jude münt 


Deut. xvi. m inen 10 © 4 n 2 1 13 SF S 1 71 Gs, 0 0 
3 D095 { HAP. II. nolbba ; BH 162, by 


4 io 3: y 1. 


Ut "ortidrs or Binds of Riltis. 71 att; Bees 20 


* 1 


ö 19 3 were of two; ſorts, ſupariour add dba 


The: ſæperinur was a judge with a ſupteam council. The 
inferiour were the jud Ses and officers: that were appainted 


in every gate op city.. nt ici: . t 
1. Superiour. £000 ene bearthe huren of ths 


people with thee, that thon bear it not aloe thipfelt; 


| Nye; xi. 16, 245 * of the 705. 3 


nnn one, nes en c 10 atikedbart oT * 
4 Funtivg oy men by Perſecution, pig andtyraony} 5 
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t- Openly; or without, fear! of God, : Gin. Ae terer ad 


3 by 
Annotat Gen. x. 8, 9, 12: «1:43; f Cl Þ5. 
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pointed as helps to the judge in gov ernment. The judge Mi 
was chief of the council, and general the army, cnl. 
led therefore ſometimes king, Deut. xxx St who were 


| principally to tranſact in the affairs of ſtate, to teach the 


people the ordinances and laws, Exod. Xviit.20, To 3. 8 
point and overſee the under Judges and officers, D 


; xvi. 18. Exod. xviii. 21. To hear appeals and judge i in 5 


difficult caſes, Exod. xviii. 22. Deut, xvii.'8,-9. E- 
2. Inferiour. Such ſhall be rulers of thouſands, hun- G 
dreds, and tens, and let them judge the people at all ſea. ; 


| ſons; the hard cauſes-they. ſhall bring. to thee, but. the 


ſmaller matters they ſhall judge. Exed. vill. 21, 26. 
Which government continued from Moſes ⸗till Samuel. WP. 
about 450 years, as Acts xiii. 20. There was no great 
difference betwixt a king of God's approving; and ajudge, 


there being but one law and adminiſtration ee t 5. 


m "Dane xVIL. 18, 19. 20. Ws 
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o the quali ificat ations required i in the Fudge” or - Ruler... BY 


ur law of God required theſe following qualifications : 
and properties in the rulers. —_ AD 
I. To be wiſe, able, underſtanding men, not children. 


weak. ignorant, or fools. ee 3 


| Moreover, thou ſhalt provide of all the: people: able _ 7 


men, Exod. xviii. 27. Take ye wiſe —— 


men, and 1 will make them rulers, Deut. i. x3 Set 


magiſtrates and ape = may judge the people, ſuch 


as know the laws of thy God, Exod. vii. 25. 
2. To be men well knows ME beten, not 
aliens, or ſtrangers.. M05 „ big! 


And known amongſt y n and 1 will make tliem 
rulers over you. 80 I took the chief of your tribes, wiſe 
men, and known, and made them heads over you; Deut. 
1. 13, 13. Two hundted and fifty prinees of the aſſem- 


_ .bly,. famous in the cangregation. Numb. xvi. a. More- 
over in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the chief of the ' 


fathers 'of iIfrae], for the judgment of the Lord, and for 

controxerſies, 2 Chron. xix. One from amongſt Via 

ren: Thou mayeſt not or: Aa — over the. 
B a 
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10 The Myſtery of Magiftracy unvailed. 


3. To be juſt men, men ol truth, fearing God, and 
hating: coyetguſneſs, not wicked, unjuſt, falſe, deceitful, 


Wers. proud, oppreſſive, SS. 


The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, _s his nd was 
in my tongue. The Lord God of 7 Tract ſaid; the rock of 


Irael ſpake to me, he that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, 


ruling. in the fear of God, 2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 3. Men of 
AMD, feajing God, bating coretouſneſs, Exod. - XVIIL 2 1. 


CHAP. IV. 


ot the eicher, . were 10 apply the geit e 
in the choice” of Ruters, and the matiner of election. 


' HE law of God required. not only due qualifications i in. 
the ruler, . but an orderly call by ſuch who had right ſo 
to do: None being to take that honour upon himſelf, 
but he that was called, Heb. v. 4. And that, whoever 
honoured himſelf, his honour was ator John vin. 54. 
Therefore to avoid ambition and ufurpation on the one 
hand, and confuſion and diforder on the other, the Lord 
appointed ſome to chooſe, others to confirm the perſons 


.. choſen; and alſo. ſomething 15 60 the manner of the 


choice. | 1 SS * 

T. The perſons chooſing, were to. be the busthren, 
the 5 over whom they were to rule, and that, either. 
in their own perſons; or by their elders and dephties.” 
Take you wile men, and know amongſt your tribes, one 
from amongſt thy brethren : thou may eſt not-ſeta ſtran- 
ger over thee, Dent. xiii. 7. Their nobles fhall be of 
themſelves, and their governour mall proceed from the 
midſt of theni, Jer. xxx. 21. And the: eldersof Gilead 
faid, come and be our captain: Then: Jephthah went 
with tlie elders, and the people made him captain, Jugg. | 
Ri 6, 11. And all the men of Sechem gathered ge- 
ther} and made Abimelech king, Judg. ix. 5. And/the 
mem of. Judah made David king, 2 Sam. ii. 4. The peo- 
| ple made Saul king, 1 Sam. xi. 49. Nay, but whom 
. God and this pe Ie, and all the men of Iſrael chooſe, 
His will I be, and with. him will L abide, 2 Sam. xvi. 18. 
Which wholeſame order wheñ any went to invert, and 
to thruſt themſelyes * a * * * fraud or force 
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The Myſtery of Maj tray bene, 8 11 — 


to uſurp the rule, they became tytunts, hd were” aid to 


take to themſelves horns by their oπ ſtrength, Amos "7 


vi. 13. and to poſſeſs that whieh was not theirs. | 
2. The manner of their elections were — by 
vote, moſtly by lot x, wherein the Lord alſo was called , 
into the choice, which. was much their way of deciſion 
in all doubtful caſes, Numb. xvii. Numb. xxxili. 54. 
Joſ. vii. 14. The 70 elders were ſo choſen, 7 
Medad were of them that were written, Numb. Ni. 26. 
Saul was choſen by lot, MR e Peine 1 Sang. 
x. 1, &c. . * 
0 H A P. V. f, e 0409 5 ets 
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1 this ordinance of God m ralpht For work. more efle@tually 


to the holy ends he had deſignd it, he was-pleaſed-to 
ſtamp his image and fuperſcription mow 003508) CPRORS - 


by the titles following, wiz. N81 298 
1. From their adminiſtring in- God's prdinance, cata, 
God's miniſters, © 12010 vSrdl DOA 


He is the miniſter of God to ches Lor gool;> Helis the 
miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 


that doth evil, Rom. xii. 4. They are God's miniſtets 


4 7 


attending continually upon dis very thing, verſe 6. 
2. From their declaring God's word upon the throne; 
and diſtributing God's attributes of ee Juliet and 
mercy, call'd God's. | 
Thou ſhalt not revile the - gods; - nor erf the ruler of 
thy people, Exod. xxii. 28. Is it not written in your 


law, I ſaid you are God's? If he call'd them God's to whom 


the word of God came? John & 34, 35. God ſtandeth 


in the congregation of the mighty, and judgeth amongſt | 


the gods, Pſal. Ixxxii. x. I have ſaid you are God's, and 


all of, you children of -the Moſt High, 'Pſal:. Ixxxii. 6. 


Therefore the rulers throne is call'd God's throne: And 
Solomon ſate upon the throne of the Bord, 1 Chron. 


Xxix. 23. And the judgment is the judgment of God, 


Deut. i. 17. And Jehoſhapat ſaid to the judges, take 
heed what yur *. for you Judge not Ir _ da for 


* Prov. xvi. 33. 
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th&Lord, who is with you in che judgment, 2 Chron, 
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ix. 6. And he ſet the chief of the fathers for the judg- 
ment of the Lord, verſe 8. Therefore it was ſaid that 


they. that reſiſted God's rulers, xelifted God, Rom. xiü. 2 I 
ge xvi. . ? 


OUAE. VL 
'o the Rulers duty to enable him ta the office. 


1 0 read and converſe much i in the book of the law. 
And i it ſhall be when he ſitteth upon the throne, that 

he ſhall write him a copy of this law in a book, and it 

ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read therein all the days 


of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
to keep all the words of this law, and theſe ſtatutes, to 


do them, that his heart be nat lifted up above his brethren, 


© and that he turn not aſide from the commandments, to 


the right hand or to the left, Deut. xvii. 18, 19, 20. 
Set magiſtrates and judges which may judge all the peo- 
ple, ſuch as know the laws of thy God, Ezra vii. 25, 


And they brought forth the king's ſon, and put the crown 


upon his head, and gaye him the teſtimony, Kings Xi. 


1.8 Therefore: David was ſaid to prevent the dawning 


of the morning, (Plal. cxix. 147, 148.) and night watches, 


that he might meditate in the law. He called it, the re- 
| Joiging of bis heart, verſe 111. His portion and inhe- 
+ ritance for ever; which he loved above gold, yea more 
than much fine gold, verſe 127, and that his heart ſtood 


in, awe of the word, and did not forget the law, verſe. 
169. And-therefore it was ſaid, he had more underſtand- 
ing than his teachers, or the ancients, | verſe . 9, 100, 


The holy Serjptures being able to make wiſe, and t through. 


ly to furniſh to every good work. 
2. Fo wait upon God for the ſpirit of als and goyern- 
ment, which was promiſed and given to rulers. 
And I will take the ſpirit which 1 is upon thee, and put 
upon them, and they ſhall bear the burden with thee; And 
he took of the ſpirit that was upon him, and gave it to the 


ſeventy. And when the ſpirit reſted upon them, they pro- 


pheſied; Numb. xi. 17, 27. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes. 
take thee Joſhua the ſon of Nun, a man in whom is the ſpi- 
rit; and 816 thy! hand upon him: And thou ſhalt put ſome 


— * * 
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of thine lakes upon him, that all the cougregationof the | 25 
children of Iſrael may be obedient, Numb, xxvii, 18, 20, - © 
21. And Joſhua the ſon of Nun was full of the ſpitit ob 


wiſdom, for Moſes had laid his hands upon him, and the 


children of Iſrael hearkened unto him, Deut. xxxiv. 9. 


And the ſpirit of the Lord came upon Othniel, and he 
judged Iſrael, and went out to war, Judg. iii. 9, 10. And 
the ſpirit of the Lord came mightily upon Sampſon, Judges. 
xiv. 6. And all iſrael from Dan to Beerſheba knew that 


Samuel was eſtabliſhed, x Sam. in-20. And the ſpirit of the 5 


Lord will come upon thee, and thou ſhalt be turned into 
another man. And it was lo, that havins turned his back, 
God gaye him another-heart. And the ſpirit of God came 
npon him, and he propheſied amongſt them, 1. Sam. X.>., 


| 6.9, 19. And the ſpirit of the Lord came upon D. vid 


from that day forward ; but the ſpirit of the Lord depart- 
ed from Saul, Sc. 1 Sam. xvi. 13, 14. And a ſpirit of 
judgment tohim are in . Iſa. xxvii. 5 6. 

CHAP, VII. 


2 the Rulers ak 0 general) in the Hlchargs of bis Trot, . 
Vuberein Government principally conſiſts. 44 


zi encourage the good and virtuous. For rulers are not 


nu terrour to the good works, but to the evil: wilt thou | 


not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and 


thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, Rom. xiii. 3. He that 
loveth pureneſs of heart, for the grace of his lips, the king 


ſhall be his friend, Prov. xxii. 11. ' Righteous lips are the 


| delight of kings, and they love him that ſpeaketh right, 


Prov. xvi. 13. - Or-unto governours, as unto them that 
are ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and the | 
praiſe of them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. 14. 

2. Toſuppreſsand puniſh the evil-doer. I put on nichts 


| ouſneſs, and it cloathed me; ; my judgment was a robe, 
and a diadem, Job. xxix. 14. And if there come a con- 


troverſie betwixt men, and they come to judgment, then 


ſhalt thou juftifie the righteous, and condemn the wick- _ 
ed, Deut. xxv. 1. But if thou doſt that which is evil, b 
afraid, for he beareth not the ſword in vain: for he is a 


miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
fhat doth evil, Rom. XIli. 4. A wiz 11. ſcattereth the 
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wicked, and bripgeth the wheel over him, Prov. xx. 26. 
A king bttingin the throne. of judgment, ſcattering away 
all evil with his eyes, Prov. xx. 8. And I brake the jaws 

of the wicked, and pluckt the ſpoil out of his teeth, 
Job xxix. 17. Keep ye far from a falſe matter, and the 
innocent and the righteous flay thou not, for I will not 
| juſtifie the wicked, Exod. xxiii. 7. He that juſtifieth the 
| wicked, and he that condemneth the juſt, are both an 
| abomination to the Lord, Prov. xvii. 15. Theſe things 
alſo belong to the wilc : it is not good to have reſpect to 
| _ perſons in judgment. He that ſaith to the wicked, thou 
art righteous, him ſhall. the people curſe, nations ſhall 
| abhor him ; but unto them that rebuke him, ſhall be de- 
i light. and a good bleſſing ſhall come Po them, Prov. 


| * 2 244/25, a 
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| | of 4 the Ritter duty i in particular, ar to the manner of th 1 dif. 
| 


charge of his Truſt, ix. 


| 
| . 
| £; eur in the fear of God: Thus ſhalt thou 
| do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect 
1 heart. Deal couragioully, and the Lord ſhall be with you, 
' 2 Chron. xix. 11. Ye ſhall not be afraid of the face of 
man, for the judgment is God's, Deut. i. 17. 
2. Juſtly and righteouſſy. Wherefore let the fear of 
the Lord he upon you, take heed, and do it: for there 
is no iniquity with the Eord, nor reſpect of perſons, nor 
| taking of gifts, 2 Chron. xix. 7. Judges and officers ſhalt 
if! thou make in all thy gates, 'and they ſhall judge the peo- 
| plwKVẽe with juſt judgment, Deut. xvi. 18. That which is 
altogether juſt ſhalt thou do, verſe 20. Hear the cauſes 
between your brethren, and judge righteouſly between 
every-man and his brother, and the ſtranger that is with 
him, Deut. i. 16. You ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in 
judgment, in mete, yard, weight or meaſure, juſt ballances, 
weights, and meaſures, a juſt epha and hin ſhalt thou 
have, Levit. xix. 35, 36. I put on righteouſneſs, and ſt 
1 cloathed me: my judgment was a robe and a diadem, 
Job. xxix. 14. Not pervert judgment, Deut. xxiv. 95 
nor wreſt it, Exod. xxiii. 6. Deut. xvi. 19, 20. 
3. Im partially. Thou t do no unrighteouſneſs i in 


— — — — — 
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judgment, nor reſpect the perſon of the poor, nor honour 2 


the perſon of the mighty; but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou 
judge thy neighbour, Levit. xix. 15. Tou ſhall not re- 
ſpect perſons in judgment, but you ſhall hear the ſmall 
as well as the great, you ſhall not be atraid of the face of. » 
man; for the judgment is God's, Deut. i. 17. God accept- 
eth not the F of princes, nor regardeth the rich, 
Job xXXIIV. 19. 

4. Mercifully. Merey and truth preſeryes he king, 
and his throrſe is upheld by mercy, Prov. xx. 28. And 
therefore David ſaid, he would ſing of mercy and judg- 
ment, Pſal. ci. 1. Drfeud the poor and the fatherleſs, 
do juſtice to the afflicted and needy, Pfal. Ixxxii. 3. The 


king's ſtrength doth love judgment, thou doſt eitabliſh 


equity, thou exeouteſt judgment and righteouſneſs” in 
Jacob, Pſal. xcix. 4. Forbear not to deliver them that 
are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready to be 
ſlain; Prov. xxiv. 11. He judged the cauſe of the. poor 
and needy, then it was well with him; was not this to 
know me ? ſaith the Lord, Jer. xxii. 16. I delivered the 
poor that cryed, and the fatherleſs, and him that had no 
helper. The blefling of him that was ready to periſh, 
came upon me, and cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for 
joy. J was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame, 
I was a father to the poor, and the cauſe which I knew 
not, I ſearched out, Job. xxix. 125 13, 15. 16. 
F. Equitably: All things whatſoever that you would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do the ſame unto them; 
for this is the law and the prophets, Matth. vit 12. Our 
law judges no man before it hear him, and know what 
he FAO John vii. 51. For all manner of treſpaſs, whe- 
ther it be for ox or for aſs; forſheep, for raiment, or for any 
manner of loſt thing which another challengeth to be his, 
the cauſe of both parties ſhall come before the judges, 
Ge. If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ox or an. 
aſs. Ce. and it die, and be hurt or driven away, no man 
ſeeing it; then ſhall an oath of the Lord be between both 
parties, Exod. xxii- , 10, IT. The eiae which-1 knew 
not, I ſearched out, Job xxix. 16. 

6. Truly. One witneſs ſhall not 1 up: Sand a man 
for any. iniquity: or for. any Ui? that he. fionerh ; ; at the 
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mouth of two witneſſes, or at the mouth of three witneſſes 


mall every word be eſtabliſhed, Deut. xix. 15. At the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes ſhall he that is worthy of 
death be put to death, but at the mouth of one witneſs, 
he ſhall not be put to death ; the hands of the witneſſes 
ſhall be firſt upon him to put him to death, Deut xvii. 6. 


7. Warrantably according to law, not arbitrarily, 'Ac- | 


cording to the ſentence of the, law, and according to the 
judgment they ſhall tell thee, ſhalt thou do. Thou fhalt 
not turn aſide from the commandment to the richt hand, 
or to the left, Deut xvii. 11. 20. 

8. Uncorruptly, with-holding the hands from bribes. 
And thou ſhalt take no gift, for a gift blindeth the eyes, 
and perverteth the words of the righteous, Exod. xxiii. 8. 


Thou ſhalt not reſpect perſons, nor take a gift, for it 


blinds the eyes, Deut. xvi. 19. The king by judgment 

eſtabliſneth the land, but he that receiveth gifts over- 
throweth it, Prov. xxix. Þ Her rulers with ſhame do 
love, Give ye; Hoſ. iv. 18. Thy princes are rebellious, 
and companions of thieves ; every one loveth gifts, and 
-followeth after rewards; therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 


the Lord of Hoſts, the Mighty One of Iſrael, Ah! I will | 


eaſe me of my adverſaries, and avenge me of mine ene- 


mies, Iſa. i. 23. Wo unto them who juſtifie the wicked 
for reward, and take away the righteouſneſs of the righ- - 


teous from him, Ha. v. 23. Fire ſhall conſume the ta- 
bernacle of bribery, Job, xv. 34. And Samuel's two ſons 


walked not in his ways, but turned aſide after lucre, and | 


took bribes, and perverted judgment, 1 Sam. viii. 3. 

They afflict the juſt, they take a bribe, and turn aſide 
the poor in the gate, from their right, Amos, v. 12. He 
that deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſtion, and ſhaketh his 

hands from the holding of bribes, he ſhall dwelt on high, 


Aa, x9cx)ii. 15. 
| . Humbly. And he ſhall read in tue ber all the day ys 


of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
Sc. That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, 
Deut. xvii. 19, 20. Shalt thou reign. becauſe thou cloſeſt 
thy ſelf in cedar ? did not thy father eat and drink, and 
do juſtice and judgment; and then it was well with him ? 
Jer. xxit. 15. But he ſhall not multiply horſes, nor 
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mules unto himſelf, Deut. xvii. 16, 17. And I will pus 


niſh the princes, and king's children, and all that are 


cloathed with ſtrange apparel, *Zeph. i. 8. And the king 
ſaid, is not this great Babylon that I have built for the 


| houſe of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and 
for the honour of my majeſty? whilſt the word was in his 


mouth, the voice came from heaven againſt him, and he 
was driven from man, and did eat graſs-as the oxen, Dan. 
iv. 30, 31. Now 1, Nebuchadnezzar, praiſe and extol the 
king of heaven, all whoſe works are truth, and his ways 
judgment, and thoſe that walk in pride he is able to a- 

baſe, verſe 37. But when his heart was lifted up, and 
his mind hardened in pride, he was depoſed from his king- 
ly throne, and they took his glory from him: And thou 
his ſon haſt not humbled thy heart, though thou knoweft 
all this, Dan. v. 20, 22. And Herod was arrayed i in royal 
apparel, and fitting upon his throne made an oration; and 
the people gave a ſhout, faying, it is the voice of a God; 
and not of a man, and immediately the angel of the Lord 
imote him, becauſe he gave not God the glory, and he 


Vas eaten of worms, and gave up the Shoſt, Ads XU. 2, 
22, 23. 


10. To ſtand far off from violence aud oppreſſion. Wo 


to them that deviſe iniquity, and work evil upon their 


beds; when the morning is come, they practiſe it, be- 
cauſe it is in the power of their hands: and they covet 
fields, and take them by, violence; and houſes, and take 
them away; ſo they oppreſs a man and his houſe, a man 


and his heritage, Mic. ii. 1, 2.* Thus faith the Lord, exe- 
cute judgment, ſhew mercy and, compaſſion every man 


to his brother; oppreſs not the widow, nor the fatherleſs, 
the ſtranger, nor the poor, Lech. vii. 9, 10. I have not 
taken one ais from them, neither have I hurt one of them, 
Numb. xvi. 15. Behald, here I am, witneſs againſt me 
this day before the Lord: whoſe ox or aſs. have I taken? 
or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppreſſed? or 

of whoſe ' hand have I received any bribe to blind my 
eyes? I will reſtore it, 1 Sam. xii. 3. And they ſaid, 
thou haſt not defrauded nor oppreſſed us, nor taken 
ought of any man's hand, verſ. 4. Rob not the poor be- 
cauſe hei is 8 neither he of. the bfflicted 1 in the gate, 

<p> | 
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Prov. xxii. 22. Hear this word ye kine of Baſhan, which 
oppreſs the poor, and cruſh the needy: the Lord hath 
ſworn by his holineſs, that he will take you away with 
hooks, and your poſterity with fiſh hooks, Amos iv. 1, 2. 
The prince that wanteth underſtanding, i is a great op- 
preflor, tc. but he that hateth covetouſneſs ſhall prolong 


his days, Prov. xxvm. 16. The Lord by the Prophet 


Samuel ſet the oppreſſion of the kings of the nations, as 
an argument to deter them from that government, 1 Sam. 


viii. I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt them that opprels 


the hireling widow, and fatherleſs, and turn afide the 


ſtranger from his right, Mal. iii. 5. They are God's ſer- 
vants for good, not hurt, Rom. Kili. 4. 


11. To attend diligently and conſtantly upon his truſt. 
And let them judge the people at all ſeaſons, Exod. xviii. 
22. He that ruleth with diligence, Rom. xii. 8. For 
this cauſe pay we tribute alſo, for they are God's mini- 


xiii. 6. | 
| CHAP. IX. 
2 the people's duty to their Mag Ytrates in ee Ruler fol 
doing. 


1. T yield ſubjection and obedience to them, with re- 
verence and fear. Let every ſoul be ſubject to the high- 
er powers, for there is no power but-of God: the. powers 


that be are ordained of God, Rom. xiii. x7. He is the 


miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 


that doth evil; wherefore you muſt needs be ſubject, not 
only for wath: but conſcience ſake, verſ. 4. Put them 


in mind to be lubject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work, Titus iii. I. 
Submit your ſelves to every ordinance of man for the 


Lords fake, c. For ſo is the will of God, that with well / 


doing we put to ſilence the ignorance of ungodly men. 
Fear- God; honour the king, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, 15. 17. 
2. T pay, them tribute. For this cauſe pay you tri- 
bute alſo, tor they are God's miniſters, attending conti- 
nually upon this very thing, Rom. xiii. 6. Render there- 
fore to ag Their N tribute, to whom tribute; euſtom, 
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ſters, attending continually upon this vey thing, chap, Bl 
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to whom cuſtom; fear, to whom fear; 70 honour, to hom | 
honour, Rom. xiii. 7. 
. To pray and give l fin ahoini 1 exbort Ae : 
foes, that firſt of all; ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men, for kings, and 
all that are 1n authority, that we may lead a quiet, and 
peaceable life, in godlineſs and honeſty; for this is good, 
and pies ge in the 1 og God our Saviour, I —_— 
H. I, 3. [#: 
. doc ti to curſe, nevilhic or ſpeak: ond of thn da 
Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler of the people, Acts 
xxiii. 5. Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, nor ſpeak evil 
of the rulers of thy people, Exod. xxii. 28. Curſe not 
the king, no not in thine heart, and curſe not the rich 
in thy bed chamber; for a bird of the air ſhall carry the 
voice, and that which hath wings ſhall tell the matter; 
Eeclef. x. 20. Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy dreamers defile 
che fleſh, deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evil of dignities, | 
Jude 8. But chiefly them that walk after the fleſh, in 
the luſts of uncleanneſs and deſpiſe government, pre. 
ſumptuous are they, ſelf-willd, they are not afraid to 
ſpeak evil of dignities: Whereas angels which are great 
in power, bring not railing accuſations againſt them be. 
fore the Lord, 2 Pet. ii. 10, 11. Thou knoweſt all the 
wickedneſs thy heart is privy to, that thou didſt to David 
my father; therefore the Lord ſhall return thy wicked- 
neſs upon thy own head, 1 Kings ü. 44. Miriam for her 
unſeemly - carrfage to Moſesp was ſtruck leprous, and 
thruſt out of the camp _ apy on umb. xli. xv. vet. 
20 to the end. | 2 7 
5F. Not to be ſtubborn, ob or page 
towards them. According to the ſentence of the law, 
which they ſhall teach thee; and according to the judg- 
ment that they ſhall tell thee, thou ſhalr-do; . thou! ſhale 
not decline to the right hand. nor to the left: and the 
man that will do preſumptuouſly, that will nat hearken 
to the judge, even that man ſhall die; and thou ſhalt put 
away the evil from you: And all. the. people ſhall hear, 
and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly, Deut. xvii. 
11, 12, 13. And'whofoever will not do the law of God, 
et judgment be n executed upon him, whether to 
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death, baniſhment; or confiſcation, Ezra vii. 26. But 


the ſoul that doth preſumptuouſly (whether he be born 
in thè land, or a ſtranger) ths ſame reproacheth the Lord, 
and that ſoul ſhall.-be- cut off from among _ people, 


Numb. xv. 30. 


6. Not ſeditious or rebellious againſt them. Whoſo- 
ever therefore refiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance 
of. God; and they that reſiſt, thall receive to themſetves 
damnation; Rom. xi. 2. Korah and his company roſe 
up againſt Moſes, &c. and gathered themſelves together 
againſt him, &c. and ſaid, Du tale ioo much upon you, &c. 
Numb. xvi. I, 2, 3. - And; it came to paſs as he had 
made an end of ſpeaking; that the ground clave afunder 
that was under them, and the earth opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed them up, and their houſes, and all that 
pertained unto them went down alive unto the pit, &c. 
Verſe 31,32,33. Which are e as an exam d of ven- 
ann Y ude IT. 
rt | i ic HAP. . i 
Of 1 the great Bleſſing righteous Rulzrs are to a people ; held 
5 2M out in the charatters and refemblances cape! 


1. Fan the comfort and bleſſing that attends them, 
compared to the morning light, and fruittul ſhowers of 
rain. He that ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in 
the Fear of the Lord: And he ſhall be as the light of the 
morning, without clouds; as the tender graſs iprmging 
out of the earth by clear {* ning after rain, 2 Sam: Xxiii. 

2, 3, 4 And they waited for me, as the rain; and they 
opened their mouth wide, as for the latter rain, Job xx1x. 


23. He ſhall judge the poor of the people, and ſave the 


children of the needy, and ſubdue the oppreſſor: He 

ſhall come down like the rain upon the mown graſs, and as 

the ſhowers that water the earth, Pſal. Ixxii. 4. verſe 6. 
2. From' their repreſenting God i in his attributes, cal- 


led gods. Is it not written in your law, I ſaid you are 


gods? If he called them gods unto. whom the word of 
the Lord came, and the Scripture cannot be broken, oc. 
John x. 34, 35. Thou ſhalt not revile the. gods, nor 
ſpeak evil of the ruler of thy people, Exod. xxu. 28. 

3: Fi rom their paternal love and regard to the people; 
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called fathers. And kings ſhall be thy nurſing fahers, 
and queens thy nurſing mothers; Ifa; xlix. 23. Until [ 
Deborah aroſe, I aroſe a mother in Iſrael, Judges v. 7. 
Therefore Chriſt Jeſus in his kingly government, called 
The everlaſting Father, Iſa. ix. 6. And he hath made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and a ruler throughout all the 
land, Gen. xlv. 8. 

4. From their paſtoral care of leading, feeding, and 
protecting his people, called ſhepherds. He choſe Da- 
vid his ſervant, and took him from the ſheep folds, from 


following the ews great with young; be brought him to 


feed Jacob his people, and Iſrael his inheritagce ; fo he 
fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and 
guided them by the ſkilfulneſs of his hands, Pſal. bxxvin. 
70, 71, 72. Spake La word to any of the judges of Iſrael, 
whom 1 commanded to feed my people? 1 Ckron. xvii, 6. 


| Chritt's kingly rule therefore held forth under this term, 


he fhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall gather the 
lambs with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, and 


ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young, Iſa. xl. 11. 


And I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall 
feed them, even my ſervant David, he ſhall feed them, 
and be their ſhepherd: I the Lord will be-their God, 
and my ſervant David a prince amongſt them, Ezek. 
xxiv. 23, 24. And David my ſervant mall be king over 
them, and they all ſhall haze one ſhepherd, xxxvii. 24. 
F. From their natural care to preven: and allay di 
tempers that may ariſe to armoy their peace, called phy- 
ſicians. Then ſhall a man take hold of his brother, ſay- 
ing, thou haſc cloathing, be thou our ruler; in that day 
he ſhall ſwear, ſaying, I will not be a healer, make me 


not a ruler over the people, IIa. iii. 6, 


6. From their protection and ſhelter, that by their wiſe 


conduct they extend to the people, called ſhields. The 
_ princes of the people are gathered together, tc. For the 


thields of the earth belong unto God, Pſal. xlvii. 9. 8 


Hoſ. iv. 18. And when the Lord raiſed them up judges, 


then the Lo1d was with the judge, and delivered them 


out of the hand of their enemies, all the days of the judge, 


Judg. ii. 18. Therefore Joſiah, that good king, is ſaid 
is be the breath of their noſtrils, Lam. iv, 20. And of 
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David, but now thou art worth ten thouſand of us; there- 
fore now it is better that thou fuccour:us out of the city, 
2 Sam. xviii. 3. And that man ſhall be a hiding place 
from the wind; and a covert from the And La: 


xxxii. 6. 
Wk H A p. "tea 


Of the promiſed bling that is t9 attend the latter days i in a 
righteous rule” and ruler. ea 


1. ID. reſtoring the law to its. primiti ive laftre and abby, 
The Lord-is well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, he 
will magnifie the law, and make it honourable: Who a- 
mong you will give ear to this? who will hearken, and 
hear for the time to come? lia. xlii. 21, 23. And ma- 
ny nations ſhall come, and ſay, come, and let us go up 
to the mount of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God 
of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths; for the law ſhall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, Mic. iv. 2. Re- 


member the law of Moſes, Mal; iv. 4. 


2. In reſtoring judges as at firſt ;- as in the beſt t 1100 
whether of Moſes, or of David and Solomon. And Iwill 
reſtore thy judges as at firſt, and thy counſellors as at the 
beginning: Afterward thou ſhalt be called the city of 


: righteoulneſs, the faithful city, Ia. i. 26. I will alſo 


iake. thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteouſneſs; 
113. Ix. I 7. And their nobles ſhall be of themſelves, and 
their. governours. ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, 
Jer. xxx. 21. And my princes ſhall no more oppreſs my 
people, Ezek. xlv. 8. And no oppretlour ihall pals rouge 
them any more, Zech. 1x. 8. | 

But before we proceed to the next head, take here a 


paſſage out of one Ferarius, a commentator upon Ifa. i. 26. 
which providence hath brought to my hand, not unſea- 


ſonable thy peruſal. 
Ha. i. 26. And I will reſtore thy 8 as at the . 
and thy counſellors as at the beginning, Soe. 
Upon theſe words Ferarius « commentator, lately ſet 
out by publick authority, hath this obſervation- 


— 


What 15 this, faith he, ut the fut, and at the beginning ? 
That is, azcientiv, of old ; meaning ſuch as Moſes, Jo- 
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© ſhua, Samuel, and the like; for thoſe were — called 
judges, and under them the common- wealth was much 
better governed, than under Kings, except David, and 
the beginning of Solomon: For thaſe words of the peo- 
ple were -diſpleaſing unto the Lord, when they ſaid, 
give us a king: We mult therefore notes that anciently 
© thoſe were called judges, who had not regal power, ſo 
* as by their own authority, to raiſe taxes, to levy ſoul- 
« diers, to preſs ſervants, and the like, which they can 
do who have ſupream and abſolute” dominion : But 
* judges then, were only the aſſertors and detende::, of the 
* publick liberty; for when the people were oppreſſed 
by their enemies, God preſently raiſed up ſome man who 
* ſhould ſet them free, and recover their liberty for them.“ 
Jo this we may add, that their power was not tranſmit- 
ted to their poſterity, like that of kings, but out of 
* what family and tribe he pleated, God choſe: one to be 
© a judge: And therefore when the people did demand a 
' king of Samuel, and would be contented with judges 
* no longer, God anſwered him, they have not rejected thee; 
* but they have rejected me, that I /hould not reign over them: 
* Intimating that in the time of the - judges, God hiinfelf 
* reigned'; not as the kings of this world do uſe to do, 
+ who moved by pride and ambition, as if they were Lords; 
do rule their ſubjects after their own will, and by mili- 
* tary forces, and a pompous train of attendants, do o- 
ver- awe their kingdoms: whereas God himielf did go. 
vern his people by theſe judges; who being filled with 
* the Holy Spirit, abode in their own houſes, and built 
* no cities, nor caſtles, nor ſtately palaces tor themfelves, 
nor defired the empty glory, and vain ſplendour of a 
court; and therefore Abimelech, who that he might 
have fupream dominion, did hire fouldizrs,; and keep a 
guard, and ſetihimfeif forth with an unwonted kind of 
* magnificence, he is in Scripture ſtil'd a king, Judg. ix. 
* But Gideon did clean otherwiſe, who when the people 
* offered him, that he ſhould be their xing. and his fon A 
ter him, anſwered, I will not rule over you, nor ſhall my 
* fon: The Lord ſhall rule over hu. Therefore it is ob- 
ſervable, that the Lord here doth not ſay, he ll re- 
$ ſtore their Princes, and their lords, but, their Jud ges and 
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e counſellurs, who ſhould govern the common-wealth with 


greater mercy and mildneſs. 


Again, it is obſervable, when judges and h 
* are thus reſtor d, then it is ſaid, the city ſhall be called the 
* faithful city, the city of righteouſneſs. It is good magi- 


trates that make a city good; for ſuch is the nature of 


humane frailty, that, without the inſpection of another, 
it cannot be contained in its duty: And thoſe who thus 
* can reſtrain and govern a people, are only given by God, 
* who when he is angry with a people, gives children to 
© be their princes, and babes to rule over. them, childiſh, 
* efleminate, and fooliſh men, who being unſkilled in 
the arts of government, ſuffer their people. to deſtroy 
each other by luxury, and oppreſſion -[fa. iii. 4, 5. 
Thus far Ferarius, among the critical writers upon Iſaiah : 
Which may be left to the reader without a comment; 
for if the meat force and evidence of truth could make a 
Jeſuite and a Spaniard ſpœak thus much, it is evident that 
goſpel times, for which that prophecy was calculated, do 


require another kind of magiſtracy, than as yet the world 


hath been happy with: for the kulfilling of which pro- 


miſe, it is the ſaints duty daily to pray. 


3. In roſtaring peace, judgment, juſtice, and righte- 


oufneſs. For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon s 


given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder ; 
and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful Counſellour, the 
Mighty God. the E. verlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace; 
of the encr-aſe of his government, and peace, there ſhall 


be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 


kingdom, to order and to eftabliſh it with judgment and 
with juſtice, from henceforth, and for ever: The zeal of 

the Lord of Hoſts will perform this, Iſa. ix. 6, 7. And 
there ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jefle, and 


a branch ſhall grow out of his root: and the ſpirit of the 


Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 
itanding, the ſpirit. of, counſel and might, the ſpirit of 
knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord: and ſhall make 
hien ot quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord, and 

ne ſhall not judge after the fight of his eyes, nor re prove 
alter the hearing of his ears : but with righteouſneſs ſnall 
he judge the poor, and. En with Ee for the rk 
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of the earth: and righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his 


loyns, and faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins. The wolf 
allo ſhall dwell with the lamb, &c. They Hall not hurt, 


nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth ſhall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 


the ſea, Iſa. xi. 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 9. Give the king thy 


judgment, O God, and thy righteouſneſs to the king's-ſon. 


He ſhall judge thy people with righteouſneſs, and thy 
poor with judgment. The mountains ſhall bring peace 
unto the people, and the little hills, by righteouſneſs. 

He ſhall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall fave the 
children of the needy, and break in pieces the oppreſ- 
ſour, Se. In his days ſhall the righteous flouriſh, and 


abundance of peace, ſo long as the moon endureth, Pal. 


Ixxvi. I, 2, 3, 4, 7. For thus faith the Lord, behold, I 
will extend peace to her like a river, Cc. Ila. Izvi. 12. 


And wiſdom and 3 ſhall be the — * why | 


times, , Chap. xxxill. 6. 


| E HA P. XII. 
Of the Jud; Ve and curſe attending no rule, or an evil ruler, 


1. HE evil of anarchy, where no rule is. In thoſe 
days there was no king in Iſrael, but every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes, Judg xvii. 6. And be- 


hold the Lord doth take away the ſtaff and the ſtay, the 


mighty man, and the man of war, the judge and the 
prophet, the prudent and the ancient, Se. And give 
children to be their princes, and babes to rule over them, 
And the people ſhall he oppreſſed every one by another, 
and every one by his neighbour ; the child ſhall behave 
himſelf proudly againſt the ancient, and the baſe againſt 


the honourable, IIa. iii. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. The wiced devour- 


eth the man that is more righteous than he: and thou 
makeſt man as the fiſhes of the ſea, and as the — | 
things that have no ruler, Hab. i. 1 | 

2. The evil and judgment of Wk rulers.” And I will 


give children to be their princes, and babes to rule over 


them, Ifa. iii. 4. Wo unto thee, O land, when thy Wy, 
is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning, Eccle 
X19, Better is a poor and wiſe child, than an old and 
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fooliſh king, who will no more be admoniſhed, Eccleſ. 
iv 13. For out of priſon he cometh to reign, whereas 
he that is born in his kingdom becometh poor, verſ. 14. 
As for my people, children are their oppreſſours, and wo- 
men rule over them, Iſa. iii. 12. 
3. The evil and curſe of wicked rulers ; who. inſtead 
of ſuppreſſing unrighteouſneſs, and executing vengeance 
upon the evil doer, are found themſelves, either 
I. Drunkards, unclean, deceitful, prophane, idolaters, 
oppreſſing, bloody, and blaſphemous perſons. They 
make the king glad with their wickedneſs, and their 
princes. with their lyes, Hoſea, vii. 3. In the day of our 
king, the princes have made him ſick with bottles of 
wine, verſe 5. . Shall the thrane of miquity have fellow- 
ſhip with thee, which frametk miſchief by a law? they 
gather themſelves together againſt the ſoul of the righte- 
ous, and condemn the innocent blood, Plal. xciv. 20, 21. 
Her princes in the midſt thereof, are like wolves, raven- 
ing the prey, to ſhed blood, and to deſtroy ſouls, to get 
diſhoneſt gain, Ezek. xxli. 27. That have turned judg- 
ment to gall, and the fruit of right into hemlock, Amos, 
vi. 12. Hear this ye kine of baſhan, that. are in the 
mount of Samaria, which. oppreſs the poor, and cruſh the 
_needy, Amos, iv. 1. They that rule over them make 
them to hgwl, ſaith the Lord, and my name continually 
every day is blaſphemeg, Iſa. li. 5. Thy princes are re- 
bellious, companions of thieves ;. every one loveth gifts; 
and, followeth after rewards; they judge not the father- 
leſs, neither doth the cauſe of the widow come before 
them, Iſa. i. 23. That ſell the righteous for filver, and 
the poor for a pair of ſhoes; that pant after the duſt of 
the earth en the head of the _— and turn aſide the way 
of the meck, Amos, ü. G 
2. Or protectors, incouragers, or for ourers of ſuch. 
The wicked walk on every ſide, when the vileſt men are 
exalted, Pſal. xii. 8. If a ruler hearken to lyes, all his 
ſervants are wicked, Prov. xxix. 12. Not only do the. 
ſame, but have pleaſure in them that do them, Rom. i. 
32. Who inſtead of being like fathers, Shepherds, 
Shields, &c. are compared by the Holy Spirit to the un- 
clean ravenous beaſts and creatures following, viz. | 


The 2 of Magiſtracy unvailed. | 27 
1. To Lyons. As a roaring lyen, and a raging bear, 
ſo is a wicked ruler over the poor people, Prov. xxviii. 15. 


And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lyon, 2 Tim. 
19. 17. Her princes within her are ae 1 tpn. 


1. . 


2. To bears. As a raging bear, fo is a wicked ruler, 
Prov. Xxviil. 15. And behold another, A een like to 
a bear, Dan. vii. 5. with 17. 

3. To bulls. Many bulls have compaſſed me, rung | 
bulls of baſhan have beſet me, Pſal. xxil. 12. Hear this 


word ye kine of Baſhan, in the mount of Samaria, which 


oppreſs the poor, which cruſh the needy, &c. Amos, iv. I. 
4. To dragons. Art thou not he that hath cut Rahab, 


and wounded the dragon, Ifa. li. 9. vz. Pharaoh, Ezek. | 


xxix. 3, 4. He hath ſwallowed me up like a dragon, ix. 
Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. li. 34. And behold A great red 
dragon, Rev. X11. 3. | 

5. To ſerpents. In that day, the Lord with his great, 
ſore, and ſtrong ſword, ſhall puniſh leviathan, that pier- 


_cing ſerpent, even leviathan, that crooked ſerpent, and 


ſlay the dragon in the ſea, Ia. xxvii. 1. 
6. To leopards. And le another like a leopard, with + 
four wings on his back, Dan. vii. 6. And the beat 


which I ſaw was like to a leopard, Rev. xiii. 2. 


7. To wolves. Her princes in the midſt of her, are 
like wolves ravening the prey, to ſhad blood, and to de- 
ſtroy ſouls, to get diſhoneſt gain, Ezek. Xxii. 27. Her 
princes within her are roaring Ions, her judges evening 
wolves, &c. Leph. iii. 3. | 

8. To foxes. And he-faid unto him, 80 and tell that 
fox, Luke xiii. 32. | 

9. To dogs. For dogs: have emp me, the aſſembly 
of the wicked incloſed me. Deliver my ſoul from the 
16, a my darling from the you er of the dog, Pſal. xxii. 

I > | 
La fiſhers and hunters. And I wil fond for many 


Sihers and chey ſhall fiſh them; and after will I ſend 


for many hunters, and they ſhall hunt them, Jer. xvi. 16. 
And makeſt men as the fiſhes of the ſea, c. They take 
up all of them with the angle; they catch them in the 
nets and Sather them in their drag, Hab. xi. 14, 15. 
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IT. To briers, and thorns, and brambles. The prince 
and judge aſketh for reward, Ge. The beſt of them is 
a brier, the moſt upright ſharper than a thorn hedge, Mic. 
vii. 3, 4. And the bramble laid unto the trees, if indeed 
you make me king. &c. Judg. ix. 15. 

12. To theives and robbers. Who gave Jacob to the 
{poil, and Iſrael to the robbers ? Iſa. xlii. 24. ee 
of thieves, Chap. i. 23. 

13. To a rod, ſtaff. ax, fa 8 O Afſyrian, the 
rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is mine in- 
dignation. Shall the ax boaſt it ſelf againſt him that hew- 
eth therewith? or ſhall the ſaw magnifie it ſelf againſt him 
that ſhaketh it? &c. Iſa. x. 5, 15. Thou art my battle- ME, 
and weapons of war, Jerem. li. 20, 

14. To devils. Behold, the devil ſhall caſt "OM of you 
into priſon, | that you may be tryed. —And where thou 
. dwelleſt, even where ſatan's ſeat is, Rev, ii. 10, 13. The 
Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit, ſhall make 
war againſt them, Chap. Xi. 7. And the great red dra- 
gon, called the ri and ſatan, was caſt out, Chap. xii. . 


g HAP. XIII. 


of the people: duty under. wicked rulers, bath rrwards God 
and them. 


I, . God, 

r. To be ſenfible of God's hand, that ado is in cad. | 
ment lift up againſt them for fin. And I will ſet my face 
againſt you, and they that hate you ſhall reign over you, 
Levit. xxvi. 17. And the anger of the Lord was hot a- 
gainſt Iſrael, and he deliyered them into the hands of ſpoil- 
ers that ſpoiled them; and he ſold them into the hands 
of their enemies round about, ſo that they could not any 
longer ſtand before their enemies, Judges. ii. 14. Becauſe 
thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with joyfulneſs, and 
with gladneſs of heart for the abundance of all things: 
therefore ſhalt thou ſerye thine enemies, which the Lord 
ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hunger, and in thirſt, and in 
nakedneſs, and in want of all things, and he ſhall put a 
yoke of iron upon thy neck, &c. Deut. xxviii. 47, 48. 
And Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord their 


— 
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| God, but walked in the ſttatutes of Ifrael, which they 
\ made; and the Lord rejected the feed of Iſrael, and ai- 
flicted them, and delivered them into the hand of! ſpoil- | 
ers, until he had caſt them out of his fight,” 2 Kings, xvii. 
19. O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in 
their hands is my indignation; I will ſend him againſt a 
hypocritical nation, and againſt the people of my wrath 
will I give him à charge to take the ſpoil, and to take 
. the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the 
a treets, Ia. x. 5. Who gave Jacob to the ſpoiler, and 
a Itrael to the robbers? did not the Lord, he againſt whom 
1 we have ſinned? for they would not walk in his ways, 
neither were they obedient unto his laws, &c. Iſa. xlii. 
24. For the ons of a land, mapy are the princes 
thereof, Prov. xxviii. 2. And he gave them into the 
hand of the Heathen; 5 they that hated them, ruled 
over them: Their enemies alſo oppreſſed them, and they 
were brought into ſubjection under their hands. Many 
5 times did he deliver them, but they provoked him with 
: their counſel, and were brought low for their iniquity, 
Pſal. cvi. 41, 42, 43. 2 Chron. xii. 7, 8. And when 
the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, the word of 
the Lord came to Shemiah, ſaying, They have humbled - 
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; themſelves, therefore I will not defiroy them, but I will 

Zrant them ſome deliverance, and my wrath ſhall not be 
| poured out upon Jeruſalem by the hand of Shiſhak. Ne- 
— vertheleſs they ſhall be his ſervants, that they may know 
I my ſervice, and the ſervice of the kingdoms of the coun- 
„ treys. 


- 2. To accept of the puniſhment, and be humbled un- 
der God's mighty hand. If they ſhall confeſs their ini- 
$ quity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their treſ- 
7 paſs which they treſpaſs againſt me, and that alſo they q| 
a have walked contrary unto me; and that 1 alto have ; 
[ walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into 
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K. the land of their enemies: If then their ancliciumeiſed Þ 
L hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the puniſh- 
1 ment of their iniquity, Sc. Levit. xxvi. 40, 41. I will #2 
L bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have finned _% 
azainſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute judg- - |} 
\ ment for me, Mic. vii, 9. Humble your en es thereſore ñ̃· 
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under the wighty hand of God, that he may exalt _ 
in due time, I Pet. v. 6. | 
3. To repent ald turn from the provoking fin. If they 
fn againſt thee, and thou be angry with them, and deli- 
ver them fo.the enemy, ſo that they carry them away 
captive into the land of the enemy, far or near; yet if 
they ſhall be- think themſelves in the land of their capti- 
vity, and make ſupplication, ſaying, Ge. We have ſin- 
ned, and done petverſly, and have committed wicked- 
neſs; and ſo return unto thee with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul, in the land of their enemies, and pray 
unto thee, tc. Then bear thou their prayer and ſup- 
plication, 1 Kings vill. 46, 47. 48. At what inftant I 
thall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a king- 


dom, to pluck up and put down, and to deftroy it; If 


that nation againit whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them. Jer. xvin. 9, 10. We have ſinned and com- 
mitted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have re- 
belled, even by departing from thy-precepts, and from 
thy judgments, c. O Lord to us belongeth confuſion 
of face, to our kings, to our princes, and fathers, becauſe 
we: have tinned againſt thee. To the Lord our God be- 
longs mercy and forgiveneſs, Sc. Dan. ix. 5, 6, 7. 8, 9. 
4. To cry unto the Lord for help and delieverance. 


And the children of iſrael fighed by reaton of their bond- 


age, and they cryed; and their cry came up unto God 
by y reaſon of the bondage: and God heard their groaning, 
&c. And God lookt upon them, and had reſpect to them, 
Exod. ii. 23, 24, 25. And the Lord faid, 1 have ſurely 
ſeen the affliction of my people, which are in Egypt, and 


have heard their cry, by reaſon of _ taſk-maſters, for : 
know their ſorrows, Exod. iti. 7, 8. And it repented 


the Lord becauſe of their groanings, by reaſon of them 
that oppreſſed them, Judg. ii. 18. And when the child- 
ren of Iſrael cryed unto the Lord, he raiſed up a deliver- 
er to them, Judg. iii. 9. For he ſhall deliver the needy 


when he cryeth, the poor alfo, and him that hath no 


helper, Pat Ixxii. 12. Pſal. berni. 11. Deut: iv. 27, 
23, 29, 30. See Pal. xii. 5. | For the oppreſſion of the 


poor, tbr the ching of the needy, &c. 
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5. To 0 groan more earneſtly for the eie rule and 
dominion of Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhall be therefore the de- 
ere 4 nations ; who will judge the people righteouſly, and 
break in pieces the oppreſfſor, in whofe days the righte- 
ous ſhall flouriſh, Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11. Pſal. Ixil. And 
I will hake all nations, and the deſire of all nations fizall 
come,.and I will fill this houſe with glory, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, Hag. ii. 6, 7. For the earneſt expectation of 
of the creature, waiteth, for the manifeſtation of the ſons 
of God; for we know that the whole ereatien groaneth, 
and travelleth in pain together, &c. And not only they. 
but our felves alſo, which are the firſt fruits of the ſpiriz, 
even we ourſelves groan within our ſelves, waiting tor the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body, Ron. vil. 
19, * 2 TY. 
"4. Towards the evil rulers tinindetves. 

1. To bewail their abominations, and Rand off from 
their defilements. Go through the midſt of the city, and 
fet a mark upon the foreheads of the men that tigh, and 
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midſt 
thereof, Ezek. ix. 4. Ephraim is joyned to idols, let hin: 
alone, Hol. iv. 17. And have no fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, but racer” reprore them, 
Ephel. v. xt. 

2. To pray for them as enemies, And perſecutors; for 
their reſtraint and converſion. Who will have all men to 
be ſaved and to come to the knowledge of the truth, x 
Tim. ii. 4. And he kneeled down and cryed with a loud 
voice; Lord, lay not this fin to their charge, Acts vii. 65. 

3. To own our ſubjection to them, only as to a plague, 
judgment, and curfe, groaning and complaining under 
the burden, as under the lyon's paw. Bebold we arm 
ſervants this day; and for the land thou gaveſt unto our 
fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and the good thereof, be- 
hold we are ſervants in it: And it yieldeth much en- 
creaſe unto the kings, whom thou haſt ſet over our bo- 
dies, and over our cattel, at their pleaſure, and we are 
in great diſtreſs, Neh. ix. 36 37. 12 
4. Not to confederate with them, or engage to cher 
_ upholding; by oath, covenant, &c. Say not a canfede- 
racy to all thoſe to whom this people ſhall ſay, a confe- 
deracy ; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid : Sanc- 
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tifie the Lord of Hoſis, &. Iſa. viii. 12. 13. Shouldſt 


thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 


Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
Lord, 2 Chron. xix. 2.. They ftrengtken alſo the hands 
of evil doers, that none doth return from his wickedueL, 
Jer. xxili. 14. Neither do they which go by, ſay, The 
bleſſing of the Lord be upon you :-we bleſs you in the 


name of the Lord, Pal. cxxix. 8. In whoſe eyes a vile 


rſon is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear 


the Lord, Plal. xv. 4. Come out from her my people. 
that you may not be partakers ot her fins, Rev. xvili. 4. 
But above all things ſwear not at all, Jam. V. 12. Iſrael 


ſhall dwell 1 in ſafety alone, Deur. xxxili. 28. Eph. iii. 8. 


Tor, 
I. If we 185 een or covenanted, then we are lo. 


lemnly bound, which God will require at our hands. See- 


ing he defpiſeth the -oath, by breaking the covenant, 


(when, Io, he had given his hand) and hath done all 
theſe things, he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus ſayeth 


the Lord God, as I live, ſurely mine oath that he hath 
deſpiſed, and my covenant that he bath broken, even it 
will J recompence upon his own head, (though made 


with wicked Nebuchadnezzar), Ezek. xvii. 18. 19. 
2. They ſwear to a plague; as betore, Lev. xxvi. 17. 


—They that hate you ſhall reign over you, — 
3. It's againſt promiſed mercies, Ifa. i. 26. And I will 


\ reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy counſellors as at 
the beginning: afterward thou ſhalt be called the city of 


righteouſneſs, the faithful city. 

4. Becauſe it would be in deceit and hypocriſie, which 
is ſo abhorring to the Lord. Who hath not lift up his 
ſoul unto vanity, nor ſworn deceitfully, Pſal. xxiv. 4. 
For our tranſgreſſions are multiplyed before thee, &c. 
In tranſgreſſing and lying againſt the Lord, Kc. Con- 
ceiving and uttering from the heart words of falſehood, 


2, 13. And let none of you imagine evil againſt 
his neighbour, and love no falle oath, for all theſe are 


things that I hate, faith the Lord, Zech. viii. 17. And 


I will come near to you in judgment, and J will be a 


ſwilt witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and againſt the adul- 


terers, and againſt Sy e ik Mal, Hl. 8. 


1 
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x "pt To. uſe all lawful n eans fo be aft m ther | 
e | vo , LD; obs 


Ts. Either by, hi n ang ob blcuring Pio the place, 
| was hid; from Pharaoh's betten thre be hs, — 
22 Ads, vii. 20 Hab. Rl, 23. 110. Him EW 
. his men, from: 'Saul's furious, purſhil, i am. 4 54 
- Chap. XXiii. I 3,; 16, Fd 24, . FRA 
. tophets were hid by fifty in a Cave, I. ings Vill. ; 
7 otham hid hitoſel fr m Abimelec h. Judges, ix. 3. ak 
oY 000 his nurſe epoch yy Ale [ 1 7 ngs, Xl. 
: eremiah and Baruch was hi LA ie To er. Ni. 
1 285 Jeſus hid himſelf, John v vil. Je FF; 15550 F 
2. Or, by flight into other 4 for * Thelter er : "As the 
Prieſts, Levites, and people of. Iſrael fled Fon! 1 | 
leaving their poſſeſſions, and joyned themſelves, wi H Re- 
hoboam, ſirengthning the kingdom of Judah, 2 Chron. 
xi. 14. 15, 16, 17. David to Gath, 1, Sam. FF, 5% 
eB, Sc oleph and. Mary with the <bild 1 into E87pt, „ 
9 Herod, Matth. ii. 13, 14. FS MM 
8. By open or Nele ret ſtance, when; the providence 
of God makes. Way for the lame: As int e time, of the 
judges, when the people willing 17 ö ffered :themlelyes : 
(judges. v. 2.6, 17.9 'with the . e ra ed up for their 
deliverance, to oppoſe and reſiſt the Preſent tyrapts.that 
were oyer them, Ju ges, ul, 8, 9. Jo, 15, 29. ITE hoſe as, . 
in David's time, Fate joy ne ed to him, in oppoſitio! to 7 | 
and his houſe, 1 Chron. xii. chap. throughout, \Tehoiada | 
and the people ar Judah reſitting Athaliab in behalf ot 
Joaſh, 2 Kings, xi. 4, Kc. Hezekiah was ſaid to rebell 
4 againft the king of Aſcy ria, in not ſerying. h m; and this 
; was done when the Lord was with him;, aud p 1 
him, and 3 99 15 proyec Bl 155 IN 8 5 
" FF r it is queryed, that tho ere are man 
| 905 Tale and precepts laid 405, +I Fo 753 en 
cy and government, yet ſince theſe axe 8 to. the | 
Jews (a pecular, diſtinet. and typical people) for dhe e 
ordering and managing their common-wea th; oW do be. 
| theſe belong to the nations? and how can they be one 
perly urged as rules or inſtitutions for that great ordi- 
- nance of magiſtracy amongſt them; 
Anſio. Fuft, It will * all thoſe that plead ſabjec- . 
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tion to magiſtracy, as God's ordinance, upon a conſcien- 
_ Lidus bottom, to bring ſome inſtitution for it out of God's 


f 8 - 5 
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Word, which only can make an ordinance, and bind the 


 confeience, which if they do, it muſt neceſſarily be either 
tome inſtitution given to his people, or to the nations; 


but of any fuch rules, ditectivns, laws, ſtatutes, ordinan- 


ces given to the natieus to direct them in government, 
we read not; and therefore it is ſaid, Pſal, exlvii. 19, 20. 
ee wy Jacob, bis fatutes and bir judgments 


o Utnel: Hie bath not dealt fo with any nation, and as for 
2 bave not known them. Therefore will 
it behove any of the nations, that would prove their go- 


vernment divine, as founded upon the Scriptures, to 
come up to this ſeri ural pattern, as well tor the ſupre- 


macy as ſubjection, if they, would lay any obligation 
ST PPE ener ing non an; 


'* Secondly, That it is no more improper for the nations 
to have recourſe to the 1 58 for rules for the go- 
vernment of their bodies and outward man, than for their 


ſouls and inward, for civil as. well as religious policy, for 
righteouſteſs as well as holineſs; All Scripture being 
given by divine inſpiration, undd is profitable for doctrine, 
for reprocf, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
nels, that the man of God may, be perfect, thtoughly fur- 


niſhed unts all good works. And fo though moſt of the 


Scriptures both of the Old and New Teſtament, were 


written to the Jews (for to them chiefly were committed 
the Orgeles of God, Rom. ili. 2.) yet are univerſally ex- 


tenfive over the whole world: and it is to be obſerved, 
that though God from heaven by his own mouth gave 


_ - theſe rules of government to the Jews, yet was it the pri- 
vilege of any bf the nations ag proſelites to come under 
that governmen nt; and therein, was it typical of that uni- 


vetfal government and ſoveraignty that the Lord Chriſt 


ſhall have in his kingdom. But, ane 


"Thirdly, and more ſpegjally it is obſerved, that the 
3 $2C7 Fee © 244 * 
rules, directions, and qualifications here mentioned about 


goretument, do not relate to thoſe types, ceremonies, or 


ſhadows that were given to them as a r poopte, but 


r are matters of moral equity, agreeable to the light of K. : 


ture, and law written in the heart, tending to the a 


* k 


theſe woras, Sc. pe] repeated the ju 
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Eel of public juſtice and en ee a ſpars 
they perpetually binding to the end of th . and 1 1 


to all men that would preſerve peace and, 15 
und therefore it is ſaid, - Jt. iv. 5; 6, 7. 875 3 Hebel. 1 
have tabght o 1000 and ee even AS; & 


Lord my God commande: ſes OE eres 111 70 and 
do them, for this is your. Wi em Wa unde 9 in | 
the fight of the nations, which ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, 


and fay, ſurely this great nation is a wiſe and underſtand- 


ing people. For what 8 is there ſo great, who hath . 
God ſo nigh unto them, é as the Lord our 88a in all that 
we call, upon him-for * and what nation is there ſo, great, 
that hath ſtatutes and judgments, ſo righteous, as, al : this: 
law which I ſer, before you this day? 8 | 
And which laws, as well for their nd equity, a 2g we. 
as their divine authority, „ hath gained fo much reputation 
in this nation, that it is a maxime in the law. That . 
act of parliament, or law repugnant to the 96 ins God, is 
of any, force x. And in the ſtatute of 48.2. A 
That no man of what eſtate, degree, or £0 1 8 


ever, hath power to diſpence. with God's law, as all the 


clergy of the Foal, and 1 0 part nd 5 A ; : 
Im: and furt it is aſſerted 


144 


the ar Fm bing 17 \ritain, wrote to. 1h, Lyons 
Biſhop of Rome for the Roman Laws, for the better t- 
tlement of his kingdom, who wrote to Him, That w— 


Roman Laws of the emperors, we or at. 1 7 times de. 


but the law of God by no means vine. clemen- 
cy you haye of late received i in your woo of Britain, 
the law and faith of Chriſt ; you have with you the Old 
and New Teſtaments; out of them. in God's name, by 
the counfel of your late, take you a toy, 154 n 


2. King. Alfred began his Jaws, a 7 he Lord f 
icial laws, w ich 
he affirmed the beſt f for, the \goreryment bis King wy 


„ Finch, lib. 1. p. 3. 4. Wen e N 
TI Seed Lib 6. * * p- _ | 


by God's permiſſion, govern your king 


2 
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. 5 N R 4 | 
0 1 to his law was his government bleſt above 
all ther kings 'of the nations, 


. But if is again queiyed, if much a magiſtracy 
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V ordinance, (to whom” a con- 
jentious ſubjeQion is ro. be paid) that is conſonant to 
the inſtitution and appeintment f his word, as Here laid 
down; what ſhall we fay to thoſe Scriptures. that ſeem 
to hold eut, not only, that the heathen magiſtracy, ſo 
" much different from this, is ; his ordihance ; but that who- 
ever is in poſſeſſion of the power, however he get into the 
ſame, yet it is to be reputed. God's ordinance, and to be 
conſcientiouſly ſubjected Dx barry: 1 
Anſwer. Though it may be needleſs to ſpend much 
further time to anſwer this, which is ſo fully cleared in 
the diſcourſe already, wherein this great ordinance” of 
magiftracy is fo fully diſcovered,” and 10 aſſerted from 
God's word, which can only make out his ordinance, and 
may be ſufficient to every judicious mind to evince what 
is the contraty (the holding out of light, being. the beſt 
way to diſcover darkneſs, and the beni of truth, to 
detect errors:) Yet for the better clearing heteof, and 
the removing (if it may be) thoſe. thick claids,' which 
either 1gnorance, intereſt, cuſtom, received opinion, pre- 
Judice, or the offence of the erofs, may have caft before 
men's eyes, we ſhall take this method in the anſwer of 
the query: "Firſt, we ſhall give a reply to thoſè arguments 
brought to prove the heathen magiſtrate to be God's ordi- 
nance: Secandly, "we ſhall's Al ler thoſe arguments about 
the poſſeſſor power? , K 
Fit, As to the arguments ' ofally offsred about the 
heathen magiſttate, to prove him to be God's ordinance, | 
they are theſe that follo W. 5 : 
. Becauſe he is ſaid to be of God," or to proceed from 
15 Dall. it; 37975 8. Chap. V. 18, 19. 2 Chron. XXxvi. 
23. Exta, i. Z. Prob. Viil, r 15.6. 
| 845 Becauſe fate are falk to Be indiifed by him, lla. 
15 - 1 Kings'xix. 15. 1 Chron. XVI, 23. ee 
3 ecauſe the ſaints. are bound to "obey: then, ** 
fr, 1.4.5 om, Xii. , 2 5. Pet. ee 1 
es Becadle Tants 1 Places under THE, Eg. 1 
. her go” _ vii. 7 5. 6 N | 
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Beca ſe 8 0 ts rayed for them, honoured and 
viel rene N. 15 2 


**. ler "Ads, XXVI. TH 5 
ky Ph Becadfe' they bald Luftotn and tibüre to, them, 
9140. Xvi. 24. Matr. XII. R t. | Luke . 1 7 4. 5. 


1. 


Anſio. Firſt] In general: ＋ hat the heathen magiſtrate 
was Gad's ordinance, vx. the ordinance of his) providence, | 


15 owned ; put not the ordinange of his precept: For 


there is the ? ordinance of God's f rovidence, | and the or- 


dinapce of his recept: The one; 'ordering all things that 
1 cometh to paſs i in the world ; the other, only that, which 


13 good and acceptable 1 in his ſight. And that it is not 


the or dinance of his Precept, may appear by, the reaſons 


following : P 
425 927 Becauſe ther is 1 no zialen for it in. the wed . 5 


therefrs 11 ene the e of cbt e 18 the 


ruler, prince, King, and god Thereof) at his diſpoſe ; as 


Luke, iv. 6. Eph. ii. 2. chap. vi. 12. John xiv. 30. 
Rev. Till. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Job. 1. 12. to 12 19. Where 


the devil is ſaid to order the. ſeveral kegiments and bands 


againſt Job. 
Secondly, "Becauſe the hearts} mägidrsey fangs; in di- | 
rect oppolition. and contradiQtzon to. God's magittracy : 
be, latter being appointed Rar ordained far a Bing to 
mankind in general, and 1 to the faints in in, particul laryb bound- 


ed by 7 & equa roles, ſi t ariſwer the law of God, 
| aid 5 ht vf nature, in the ditribution of equal abl im 


te al juſtice : "Whereas the Og was appointed. or ra. 
RR permitted, "for, A gurl tom kind in general, and. a” 


55 505 plague, fo. the bein yn particular 5 contra- = | 
KENT to the *faw of” God, 98 1 L530 C . 


from. the beg Signing s a 88 hh thing, that in 


1 of * natnre ; ' bei ng. 


rhe ins, FO ere 018. 


i 


XIII. J, 18. Dan. vi. 217. 
ID. Mea Nins 55 ed. to them for Jatice,” Acts, 


35 ; e e ue unvailed.. 


ed up, pulled.“ 
would), but uh 


an i arbitrary tyranndus way, hath acted according t to their 
own lufts, ever both bodies. and ſouls, for the adyance- 
ment of particular perſons and intereſts, in ſteſhly pride, 


| ſtate, and glory, to the unjuſt peeling, oppreſſion, ad 


ſuppreſſing the people in general, contrary to the light 


of nature, and law of G6d: And to the truth Whereof, W h 


beſides the {ad experience that every age e you 
have this Scripture evidence, 

"Firſt, You have God Eimſelf by the Prophet Samuel, 
amply deſcribing the nations government, to deter his 
people from, . pattern from them, 1 in their unrighte- | 
ons mogdel *: : Wherein you have at large the arbitrari- 


- nels, tyranny, pride, covetouſneſs. and oppreſſion of 


their kings, an and cuſtomes, declared, and what a howling 
curſe it Would prove to them if they embraged the lame, 
_ Secondly,. In the {ame-caſe you have Jotham in his pa- 
rable (to are the people from that hankering after the 


| nations government) ſignificantly hoNing out the nature 
ot that conſtitution; declaring it was fit for nothing but 


the uſeleſs, ſapleſs, alpiring ſcratching Bramlle to engage 
in it; that neither the, olive, N tree. nor vine, that had 
any vertue, ſpreetneſs, or ſavour, would meddle with it, 
under hazard of loſing all; thereby ſhewing that it was 
lit only for the worlt of men, and unmeet for any good 
man.to intermeddle with. And therefore Gideon refuſed 
it, when it was offered him, Judg. viii. 22, 23. Where- 
is God's ordinance requires the beſt of men, viz. men of - 
truth, fearing God, and hazing covetoufneſs, Oc. who are 
under. promiſes wo be hettered 4 them, and to receive 
vertue and ſpirit fr rom.” them. And of this fort were all 


| the four monarchs, not 115 from, Nimrod the firſt, ta 


rapnous, and We natures, are Metal Rela. forth by 


thoſe apt reſemblances of fierce, cruel; Tavenous, unclean | 
| bealls, NN, bears,. teopards, arg N 
| er OT 


2, yea devils th em- 


7 * Be cly 4 ikea God's people, "rotwiuhtanding 
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| 1 cautions given, would imitate the nations in, ne 
2 heatheniſh conſtitutions, they were! ſaid to reject God and 


bis, he hop in rejecting tha 


'whoHome'conflitution, 
that he had appointed for their good; but ſurely had 
that heatheni conſtitution been of. God, it would not 
be a rejecting 25 God to embrace. it; none of God's Mi- 
nances do uſe 90 and ir nterfger with each x ther. © Ko 
Hurtbiy "Big when 185 them by his bang ok 
7 850 it is declared to be done in wrath and A1 
ment, and as a fruit of their great fin and gebellion 
(which none of God's ordinances were) as Was teſtified 


by that great thundering and lightning f. 5 a. token = 
his great diſpleaſure, and their: Sr goat, trangreſſion, 1 


* allo 1 in their confeffion eclared, , 

Fi ifthly, When, as a fruit of 55 fin, that e cob. 
 Aliturion 1 is given them, God difowns. ir to de of him, -Hoſ. 
Vii. 4. Dou have ſet up kings, but not by me ; pri. inces, and 
T knew them not, viz. Though by his provideptial order-.+ 
ing he had in wrath given the their defire for their hurt, 


- yet he diſclaitns the Ne to be of 1 FER accord- 
ing to his preceptive will. 


Ni 2 £1 27 


wick 6 jnflyenced b the 
devil, and, hath ſtood in..enmit A4 oppoſition © "the 


Sixthly, Becauſe it is that. 


Lord, his ways, worthip, agnes And people all along, 


that have improved their utmoſt intereſts, to.invent and 
Le ways of Wiekedneſs and idolatry, ts. the cruel 

ſlaughtering g of all that' refuſed to bow. to their curſed 
idols. who kill'd t. the prophets, the Lord Chriſt Himfelf, 
and murdered his ſaints and followers ever fince, and will 
be found warring and fighting. againſt, him till they are 
ſubdued, and utterly yanquiſht by him, who muſt break 
down, and daſh in pieces the image. government, over: 
come the beaſt and his ten horns: but ſurely God and 


- Chriſt will never deſtroy their own. ordinances, ſtanding 


in enmity againſt them. oY | 
Object. T. But it is ſaid is be of God, and to. Biroceed from- 


bim according Fr thoſe. riptures cited in the firſt argument. 


Anfw. It is granted to be ſaid to be given of God, but 
if OF examined, it will be N no other than his pro- 


5K Sam. 8 viii. 255 25 17 Sam: 'x11, 17, 18, 19. 5 


= 


Fd 


| 4> ; oo 7 a0 Pe Way EY 


| eh ti Al ebe 1 89 5 * . to giye to the. 1355 
2 pd eee (Job, 10 4 bye The il wot bad. . peer 
n 


a d emma on o er 1 85 ;proph ets King $, NFL. 22. 
And the 99 | hate Power tot the 15 ouh; 7 75 othe | 
e houſes G09 8 ring 8 a und 1 „ Xl, | 


one cob, to the [| ole; 0 9 4p 
Bec. Ae is aid! to 155 
men, Luke, iv. 5. And to thie beaſt er "over tl e ſaints, 5 
and over” all kingdoms,” tongues, 8 ations, Rev, dir, 
= He having put into t og he arts of o the Kings, 0 the 
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anointed 4. and ſo are Ae WY believers alle, . 
anointed ones||.. 3 i | 
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tem Waigrea 186 in chat wratte?; that eatne to ah fue 

a catching queſtion of Hint, i Lake xv 26, Whefe it is 
faid, ' T hey cba not re BD of bib d; ub | 
A Mis aner, held their feats. T9193 bung 901 As 1 fit s 
And for any bf thoſe in ſthneecg of the fais going upto 
be taxed and paying of tribute they cannο dd erwiſe be 
judged chan as forced 40% ald as badges Witheir Rm. 
yoke and bondage, as hath already been Made appear- 
Secondiy. As to the àrgüments uſuallyibrouphti from 
Rom. xitt. to prove the powers in poffeſſiön, te be God's 
ordinance. „ bas Ae A ni es; Wem offs | 
Opßject. But it 55! ſaill, Rom. xili . Leu del 
fubje8t to the higher powers; and! gives "the reaſon, Fur 
desc ir h prer but of God,” ind the prive?s that dive; be 
ordkined Gd: Where the tyritifiical*RomiunO/ars;the 
powers in poſſeffion, are-owned to: be the! ordinance! of 4 
God, and that becauſe of their ſaſd polleſſion,” to whom | 
therefore all are required to ſubſect for ednſeduce fakt 
To this I have little imöre tb ſuy than hat is Jearnedly* 
and fully anſwered by Mr! Gee in his treatiſfe entituled, 
The Divine Right and Original of the ervil\Magi/trate from 
Goc; to which T wouldirefer the readet for His better fa 
tisfaction. But becauſe the beck is large Anti it may be 
not eaſily obtained, 1 have'pieſumed Hereafter/({though - 
_ unuſual } tolinfert the ſubſtance of his ſuit arguments up- 
| ont his/queſtion;/as'T had collected the lame dit of the ſald 
book, for my own ſatisfaction, WHich yow may pleaſe to. 
take as followeth, and bs near us my be in hisown words. 
in anſiveting this great queſtisfi, this merhod all bd 
| | obſerved: 19 1:5 ct do od 07 It's 71 ο 1011 
Nr, To give the ſence and true meaning of the terte 

in the text. σσ⁹ẽtl 8 is mH. © 1.x dine eV 5391 
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Being eee Bvbding, Which ſignifies ſuch; apbwer as con- 

fiſts in right; ggf det and drop e eee to untighte 
ou And unjagfyl; not tert, potentia, which ſignifies 

meer wightineſs r ability, oppaſed ta mene and im- 


potency; the-latter being a Hf power, gonſiſſing in vi- 
Font — Nd e 2: 5 1 POWER, paging in 


21 50 href ee throughout 55 n 


ra tower is found not only in man, but \ beaſts 
tary is per 40 reaſonable. creatures only; "theſe. are 
both. in the xuler, vet {0 a5:the! natural power is more in 
the ſervants and ſubjecis, though the moral power is in 
the magiſtrate, which natural is ſometimes put forth againſt 
the moral; as in all uproars and uſurpations : If natural, 
pewer could. oblige to qhedience, the monarch was bound 
to,reſign. his er ? u the multitude, every commotion, | 
and rout were to be ſubmitzed go, and not repreft ; the 


effect of the natural power is but ta ſubject. the conquer- 
dd to an actual ſobdwedneſs, to crouch down as a, man; 
deth 4 a lyon under his pam, or a traveller to a high-way, 
robber. The effect of the mara is to ſubject the reaſon 
0 1 being founded in the light of nature, and 


la f Gd: Tbe firength of the moral lyes: in is gte. 
chan the ſtuurd; in its gegſen, more than. might ; 
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| This: phraſe ig divers ageeptatione, win, 1. There j is. 

«being: of hs band, werk. ol Noriclence. 3. Ot bis 
mouth, word, declaratian. 
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things come to-pels. an the mar zend 4hus the finful acts 
him: as Sampſon' OAT 


fulicheſise of Mie, Judges xiv, 3. Rehoboam's unjuſ. 
refuſal, 2 Chron. x. 13. Amaziah's inſolent rejection of 
| "I Cbrendxxv. 20. 80 God Was {aid to harden = 
Pharaoh's hears z ſo he is fd 1 put a hing pirit in- 
te be mut of Ahabis prophets, to lead New into tempta - 
tion, os give up to ſtrong deluſion, to put into;ythe heart 
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efficaciouſly-infuſed-them into meu fer he. will do nd int 
quity, be tempts na man; but. in as much as he leaweth 
men to ſatan, and themſelves, ſo is it fant; tacbeoof him 3 
But ſuch a being of Gd cannot be meant chere. 
2. Things are ſaid to be of big mouth, wardgortflegla- | 
ration, when he giveth forth bis:law.or..preceptvand lo 
- no unrighteouſneſs is of him, and he that doth nat big. 
teouſnels is not of him. In this ſenſe muſt this being 9 
Gott be here underſtood; viz. of his mouth and-precepr-” 
3. What is meant by being ordained of God? ,. - 
There is a twofold ordination (as before-a.hriag} of 
God; one by his providence, |wbereby: all:things thatt 
come to paſs in the world, are effected; and another by: 
his appointment or atderly diſpoſę, much agreeable to 
the former: The firſt is, the order f his councik and quo: 
ceeding in providence; the other is, the. rder uf his 
word or law given to men ; checfdrmer ta all creatures 
the lattet te xeaſbnable-creatures!;. the farnter arders/all 
actions and things, 3 always appdts that;whichi 
is good and only, that: By the latter Aſraal ſhould bare; 
continued under Samuel's govermment. hen cbey reiestoch 
God and him in choofing\ & king: Abſalom ſhould ha, 
been ſubject to his father, When he rebelled lagainſt him: 
Athaliah ſhonld have yielded bediene tothe poſterity. 
of Ahaziah, When ſbe [ulurped; and took theckingdom: 
away from them to herſelf: The kingz, rulers, and peo: 
ple ſhould have paid obedience to Jeſug Chriſt, hen they: 
conſpired againſt. and::murdered: him: The e 
have kept their firſt ſtution, when they left their habita- 
tion. Unto this ofder of God is oppoſed all that eanu- 
ſion which ſin brings into the world; and which is dis- 
claimed by him. he being not the author of confuſion, but 
e I Cor. Ain. 33. And ſo by the former, vis the; 
dinence of God's; providence and councel, the contrary: 
to the order of his Jaw! cometh to paſs; the Iſraelites re- 
ject Samuel; and, ſo all the raſt of the inſtances: Where- 
by it will appear, that ordained. in the text muſt relate 
to his precept, not to his providence. only zu for if taken 
to relate to the former, there: isnathing peculiarly here 
ſpoken of, than what is univerſally extenſible to every 
other creature. The rebel] may as well be ſaid to be . 
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1. Badr poſſeſſon in every” caſe} or ah y thingipoſſe l 
ſible, gives nòt title; Arnd. that Poſſeſſioiil gives not title, 
is clear, IS 11 ! 3 8 29135 Fl 2 818 Dis, 3 T3 Ni 211 i 107 2 


Firſt, Becauſe: the. power of right magigtaey may be 


in one and actual rule by providence hy dnother; as im 


the caſes of Joaftvaud Xthaliah; Solomon ant Adonijaty 


Davids: alom, und Sbaba wi f 0% Nee en 10 e 


Serondiy, Becaaſe God hut h expreſiy-diſowned ie be. 


| ing: '6f:thein,” that have been in! prefent poſſelfior of epi: 
mand ; las Hoſea: viii: 4. Du have" ſet ap kings,” and not 


une; princes, and I knew them"rors Hab. ii. 5, 6. 
Pronounke 4 wo 40-the\king. of Rabylon (who had gathered 


to himſelf: all ations, and 8 unte him all people) 


becunſe be encrtaſed that aulbie wa nod hin And in A- 
mos vi. 13 A threatl is dehounted againſt them that had 
taken to'thamfelves horns by l heir own'strenpth,” Ezek. xxi. 
25, 26. f1ͥ ./!The' poſfeſſot there is diſownetl; and threat- 
ned tod be removed, e that he might 


come "whoſe right uf tr. ef" „ | 
Thirdly, Becauſe God hath! expreſly. bthoriſed and 


owned the act of riſing up in arms, ta expulls them that 


have been in actual rule, in them that have been ſubject 


to them; as Judges ii 16, 18.4 The Lott-raifell upyudges 
ta deliver: them from their preſent oppieſſots that ruled- 
over them; as Jadges 111.15 Nansen is laid to raiſe up L- 


hud: And Chap. iv. 9. it is Jad the Lord ſold Siſera (the 3 


preſent poſfeſſor) into ; the hand of Woman, Þ Kings iii. 
4. Ve. Jeloram againſt Meſhaa king of Moab, vane 
xt," 2 Thoſe that ſided with David againſt Sauk” - 
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nos bg done,, S flominipn wermfamtaded; by Gad a provi- 
demtiab paſſsſſionnu et Gen. NU. 1:4: GAbraham againſt | 
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_ Sodom: & JAB viii. ty Ravidagainſto & bſulom, 


the preſent poſſeſſor, 1 Sam. Xiii. 3, 44 Jonatbanicthat 
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God. which isdiet there deliveteds Henies che ſuſſiciency 


Tach petfeckian Aheregf. which4s Rertect and ought none 
baaddeditaar diiniſhed from, Deut, vs 2d H⁰νij,s g. 


Thirdly, Becauſe God hath re proved his people far 
lowing! providenee without, recoueſe to himſlf, Iſa Nx. 
$39 þ Chaps xRRl A their unnfaderacies nit Egyps, 
ang, leaning upon Hosſes and armies; becauſe ſtrong. 2 jto 


N 77 bly, Beeguſef ptoxidgwes in ãtsefelf lis (02 id iſtindt 
and ius z asgfsepleeviil ag] bl pα,Eĩ8 in dhe uam, 


ago dang to dle work , the wichetyi un dν vii, Ac 


corgang #0 therwark be jugtov id Shdbnovargiument æan 
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hesch not meerly providentfals 5:3: now nth 


et, Becanſathe nature atoethe power here ſpoken 


ofa agnes this ta bo the-ſenſe.af Ahe word; or duincd, here 
iti mzuſt he orddiedody; this, pregentbio lui: boo 
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PANCIpel; reaſono is. Becauſe the) poster, ane e Gd 
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tontary, und aQuatrfubjetion, for eonſcience ſake; which 1 
only nord duties ordered by Gock's word can require. i 
, From the probiibition and penalty annext td || ; 
the xx ſiſtumce, £62] Shall ruceibr to themſelves damhation. i 
An ordinance of providence £:1ay'be'ref ed. that Is, en! 
tleavonred to be prevented and altered) And ne Hu Sr 
tiom ancurted; yeapifnel a refiftanee, an ritnes 18 the i 
bulfilfidig-of' a mats duty therefore mult it be af ok 
natiom at precept. © m a 1 Kahl eig 

Pea hat bannt be tlie lente wf ede dern br 

cd:oof Gua, which! may he ſaid ef Himthar refifteth-the * 
powertlicy, wire un refiſleth; and la! teſpect of his 
doing and eth dat be the ſeuſt ofiithat attyi hüte, 
the ordinance of God which may be. ſpoken of the reſiſ. 
ter gad vt hig rotiſtanee of the power.: But to be in the 
"ne of power by providence, may be ſM\of the reſtſter 

of the power; thin! when' he fo refiſteth therefore chat 
cannot be the ſenſe of thut term, oridained FGod: Was 
not Akhlalom and Nthaliah, in the place of power byte! 
ventual providence? and was not the dhe and the other 
# tefiſter o the traue po], and that by e afid 
vielente? ei bo 01611 et & 

N Becauſe this cannot Atte e Wer in- 
—_ byithe text, becuuſe the providence: df we . 
often ſo orfer:it, thar the magiſtfate is not © ay giſturb. 
ech but outet; as in the former inſtagces, who pan de- 
Ay hut that David and Idaſh were theippwers meat in | 
the text; which may befall any otherTawfuFrulet; where: | 
fore if it cannot relate univerſully to e bery power, that it 
is ordered of God in an actual rule, we maſt take ths text 
vo mean fome other ofdlinane t.. ill we 

Sixthiy, From the end for whicti tek: odaiged,, wa 
To be a terrour not to Food; But to e vil works; A roger 
to erechtt wrath up Ahe evil dor g Which proves it not 
meerly providential, for that always àceomphſheth its 

end; providential ordifjation doth fometimes order the 
* quite" contrary, HE, To bea punifher of the well. deer, 
and à Rouge: and plague to them, nd an enegurager to 
the wicked: Therefore mult it relage to its preceptive 
dination 11-6 0) T0M 271 1101453 1 1. 5 £113 STCLATY 113 ; 
-Sepenthly, From che doofe of che erde, — may 
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The Myſtery of Mihiſtracy ue 29. 


may be rendred wad for word out of the Greek Copy, 
vix. For the power it not, if not off Gad; and ra ores 


that be God, ure ordained, on according to His ordi- 


nauce, not their ſeif creation, - 1 H e 9; 


: Eightly, From the. magiſt anda The rater” being, 

ou a terrour to good works, but the evil: Do that which 
and thou ſalt have\praife ofthe ſame. But he 

that without title is got into rule, cannot: be capable; of 


this; for being a ſelf. Created Tan ee en 18 an _ 


| te be puniſht herebyl ele, i 21 | 
Ninibiy, From the dontrary ends forowtiioh 8 
The ruler was appointed 4 miniſter fur ub, the tyrant 


and uſurperꝭ for -evilis; the tomoving © zulurpation, there- 


fore faid- toibe a mercy, Ifaux 29; i: Hai xiv. 15, r6/:Wr. 
the contrary," the removingimagiſtraoy, a! judgment, a. 
3h. I, 2, 3, Ga. Deut. viii. 43, 48. Levit, xxvi. 
Pfal. cvi. 4, 5. One thing tobe God's rod, ax, Jaw, Gt. 
another thing to be his en To be inſtruments of his 
providence, and inſtruments of his ordinance, very much 
differ. Thoſe that were under the Ohaldean monarchy 
are reſembled to fiſhes and CY ele or have no 
ruler over them, Hab. i. 144 
Tenthly," Beoauſe the ſaints are forbbdcta addreſs i to ſuch 
rulers for judgment in their controverlies; becauſe. they 
are wicked and unjuſt, 1 Côr. vi. 1,24 3 19 1 thr 
| Object. But they do much good, however unlawful i in i thelr 
« EMRYANCe, 1yeti they anfuer much: e . 64 i hs: 
' piſoing many. evil doers. r. Sr] 5 
Anfw. That cannot be good which hath abad principle 3 
a government, for conſtitution good, may, for the acts it 
puts forth, be bad; but a government for. conftitution 
bad, cannot for the acts it puts forth be good: For te 
the making of an action good,; there muſt go, Firſt, war- 


rantableneſs of the matter done; Secondly, a warrantmble 
calling of the party to it: this may be an allegation tò in- 


duce the ſubject to bear, and improve: to the beſt what 
he cannot remedy, but it breeds no obligation on him to - 
sake ſuch'a ruler to be a power ardained of: God, and fo 
conſcientiouſly ſubmit to him as his lawful rule. 
4. In the next place, that this may appear no novel 
dothrine; take here W the judgments of e. 


3% kite Avery of Mabiftrary vittailed. | 


both ancient and modern authurs in tlie caſe; who * 
firſt deny that ſuch a ſenſe can be put upon the text, as 
ſome do urge from it; and Secondly, afſirm that it may 
be lawful and warrantable, ::to:refift a preſent poſſeſſour, 
and N rug 15/1 being. n e and ty- 
rannous- 1% 1 3nd Ker dee Nac Ne 
Firſt, de atbot, that deny ſuch a ſenſe can be = 
igen the tent: n Gepe 540i Jog 2 £121 
21 ee. upon Rom. 1 r3. He ſpeaks not of the prince, | 
but of the thing it ſelf; wherefore he ſaith not the prince 
is not but of God; but diſe ourſeth of the thing Ra fay- 
ing, the power is not but of God | 

-Theophilatte He ſpeaks of the princes 3 nat of the ; 
prince: as when a man ſhould ſay, a wife is joyned to 
Ber buſband of God; he:doth not ſay, that what man ſo- 
ever lyeth with a woman, hath her for his wife vf God; | 
| r God hath joy ned her to him that i marryed, ''_ || 

. Myſculus;; It is to be noted, he doth not ſay there is not 
A prince or, king who is not of God, but the power is not 

but of God ; for he ſpeaks not of the abuſe of the power, 
and the tyranny which many princes exerciſe, nor yet of 
thoſe who by force break into power; but of the power 
it ſelf divinely ofdained: although every power be of V 
God, yet every prince is noti preſently; of God. It is 
written of lomey that rhexztndtbesnt * up; but not by 
1 5 TY ien | 
ae” Phe 8 Sheen aud eee 
1 obedience ; that if he be a lawful n they 
ger all to obey bim, Ram. xiii. J. 
The harmony of the confeſſion of "AY reformed 
: ado hes.  Altbough: many borrible confuftons grow from the 
- drforder: and madneſs of men, pet there is 4 ee "_— 
| nt. brdained by GDο, Rom, xiii- . 

Dr. Mayar. He mov eth the queſtion, Shathovibe "Y 
ian in the text. be due. ta every power once up, either 
by right or by wrong? his anſwer is, The: conſcience is 
net bound: ta mſurpers, but they may. be removed again, 
a5: Jehoiada f moved Achalinh, and ft by the. ene 
ew fi Alben 63 ndnd vit 

„r. Hamm mond r is of jar ad to the. ſu- 
beam powers. -rightly A and confliruted 5 and 
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Te Mytery of Magiftracy wiroailed __ 


that ſubjection : is to be to the r gore mour, legally. 


placed in that kingdom. L. od! vert He 3H7 Bas . 


Mr. Bridges in 5 Forde: he powers that 
be, wit. ſo or ſo eftabliſhed by conſent of man, are rio 


dained of Gad 1d be obeyetl; or it is God's ordinande that 
men ſhould be unden government, andoſubmit without 
reliftence;! to that king of government they have by con: 


ſent eſtabliſhed. That other kind dt tyranny or ufurpa- 
tion Hath noiright, nd ofdination/at. all, and ſo no ſub- 
jection due to it. There is in every ordained; power; as 


N well as God's inſtitution of it, and injunction of legs ant 


to it, as man's conſtitution! of it. on 75H YSu3 iel. 
Mr. Prymic. The whole ſcope of tha text: in ſumme, is 
only this, that chriſtians ought in conſcience: to- be ſubs 


ject to all lawful higher powers, wee reſiſt them 


in the execution of their juſt authority; © . 
Mr. Burroughs... Let evevy one be lubjeck to the!high- 
er. powers: Mark, it is not to man firſt; but to the power 


it is. not to the will of man, .that hath power, but tothe 


power of that man: Now the power, the nete 


eee man hatli in a legal way. Kann 


Secondly, Some other authors there ate: a That 


refiftance againſt an unlawful occupant; is juſt and law. 
ful, with e beth, Seriptural and chene for this 


ſame... © 10 3380 ct 3 216 a4 Dean 9110 E 
King James in bis Nee 405 ght laws 
Sc. The publick laws make it lauiul amd free, far any 


perſon to .enterprize againſt | any uſurper of the" kingdom. 


Every: man, as Tertullian faith, 25 @ Sawidier (enrolled. 20 


bear arms-againſt tyrauts und publick enemiet. 
- . .Chanyere:i: All citizens, or free ſuhjects, have: actinhs: 
or warrant to riſe up againſt NE RK who by Open foros . 
poſſeſs. the kingdom. ee nr 

Dr. Willet, When the kingdom is uſurped * 
any right, as by Atbaliab, or when the land is oppreſt by . 
foreign invaders ; in theſe caſes, there 1 1s lels 1 0 to 
be made of reſiſtance. 

Mr. Hooker.. In kingdomclieredatdihn birth gives right 
unto ſoveraign dominion, tc. + Therefore in caſe it doth 
happen, that without right of blood a man be F al 
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alli theſe new elections and inveſtings are utterly void, 


2 17. 


and the poſſeſſor may be entered as a uſurper. 


Heniſarit. He who is a tyrant in title, the matter \ is 3 


plain, and determined byallwithout any difficulty, that be 
may be lawfully repulſed ; or if by force he be gotten in- 


to the throne, he may be warrantably thence removed; 
| becauſe he hath not any whit of power, which is legiti- 
mate, and unto which refiftance is forbidden, für the fear 


of God or conſeience ſake, ard: therefore no furder to 
be lookt at than as an enemy iii Fr 

. Treatiſe of Motarchy. | Be they captivated bir poſſeſt at 
nn they have no duty of:obedience incumbent up- 
on. them, neither! do they ſin in not obey ing; nor do they 
refiſt God's ordinance, if i at any time of advantage they 


uſe force to free.themſelves from ſuch a violent pofleſſion. 


Mr. Bridge. Meer conqueſt is nothing elſe: but an un- 
juſt uſurpation; and if the conquerbur rules the whole 
kingdom, and keeps them under by.congueſt: enly, why 
may not the ſubjects riſe and _ arms to deliver them- 
ſelyes from the flaver? 

Auguſtine P. Martyr Grotiur. They Fe ftate Fay de- 


termine the queſtion, What is a juſt cauſe. or ground of 


war? laid down the: quarrel ds.rebus repetendis, or for 


the recovery of what is injuriouſly invaded: or occupied, 


as one good juſtifiable and neceſſary occafion of the tak 


ing up arms by prince or people. But if title follow poſ- | 


ſeſſion, and all they the true proprietors and lords, or the 


powers ordained of God, that have the occupation or ac- 
. tual command of perſons and places, it could not be, for 


there could be no war juſt for recovery, to diſpoſſeſs men 


of what they hold. or to out them of what they: are ſeiz- 


ed upon. 09:43 nis 0 | 
Examples of — that have oppoſed, and diſroncd 
meer poſfſefſory powers. 
 Eirft, nn that fell 4 Saul to David, I ; Chron. xĩil. 
38, r 


Secondly, Thoſe that ated for David, againſt the poſ- 
ſeſſor Ab alom, and Sheba, 2 Sam; XV. and Xvi. . 

2 Sam. xx. 1, 2, 14. 

e, Upon — $ dee 2 Cann. i. 13. 
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yield: ta Nebuchadnezzar, Jer: XXVii. 16. Chap; xi 8. 


| nation of themixohy(have-had preſent command over tem. 


R 
. * 


5 


| * 
F 3 In the besespeiße Seta king of fur 7 
| dah, and Baaſha king of Iſrael, the Lraclites fell-affefrom.. 
their king to Afa,:becauſetbe Lordaoas with bini. 2:Cltan. 
Xv. 8, 9, &. 1 Kings xv. 1c. Jeremiah ,oxhort=! 
' edito relinquiſh: the: preſent. poſſeſſor Leilekiah, and to 


Queen Elizabeth and England, ep Hal 
nder-againſt the King of ain ee ee eee 
2. Examples of fcb auh have refuſad the et domi. 


As. Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Sampſon, Sc. > 
Hezekiah againſt the King of Aſſyria, 2 Kings xvii. 71 


| Thoſe that have caſt off the Turkiſh yoak, as the princes 
of Hungary, Macedon, p as Soaunderbagg. Hun- 


N !.. REED Þ; F437 . ere 1255 
3. Examples of ſuch ho hve Sava the poſſe Mr. E 
„As Abraham's arri purſuing. and fightirig in Ahe F429 


: reſcue of Lot. 4 Tati si 


Meſha king of Moab rebelling Ky Jeroham king 5 


IIrael, was reduce by Jehoram and nn Eliſha 


| : being. 1 in the expedition, 2 Kings iii. 4. 5. 


The aſſiſtance given the Palſgrave to Techver: . 
latinate by the F pe of England, Swcthlend, 
Germany, Sec. [its 22h Cit 5g. 

 Fifthly and laſtly, Take notice of ſome abſurdities,; that 


| neceſſarily follows this allertion, wiz. That poſſeſſion proves | i, 


ordination. ee 2111 1 381 f 41 ; if 7. i 2 5 19 pit: 
Firſt, It gives «qual warrant fo one to Rlickel for the | 
government. 8 Þ wi Ai intl 


Secondly, It makes void all God's cautions, refriions-/ - 
and qualifications. 
Thirdly, It fruſtrates any other coming thereto. as by 
dirth, inheritance, purchaſe, free choice, making them 
unlawful, condemning. all oaths of allegiance, to heirs. 
and ſucceſſors, ſo much pleaded and practiſed of late. 
Fourthly, It ſaith there is no unjuſt pofleſlor, no unlaw- +2 
ful, or diſorderly occupant, that uſurpation is no fin, and 
that none can take too much upos him, or more than his "4 
OWN: 5 9 

F Nö, It eroſſes their 1 hat aden, all power. 
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- others Properties: nagt bas diedssld nay) G 


| Fi s that oretold the coming of Anti-Chriſt; and yet, it 
onc 
in oppoſition. to Jeſus Chriſt, and to the vacating albt 


has been made againſt any poſſeſſor, by any of the ſaints, 


1 be Myſtery of. Magi/tras 7 indbilell, x 


co be i in the people; though indeed all 3 1 of Gia, 
and to be ldarived -thetefvre orderly from. 1 
Kurth, It thwarts the very principle, t. eager] nd 
law-of-natare, which requires to do tu others, as we would | 
bo: done unto; but it is unnaturabto invade ere 
by violence, and by diſhoneſt means to incroach- upon. 


Seventhly, From the impoſlibility: of deterinining unt 
kind of poſſeſfion ſhall make:the'/power God's. ordinance : 
It muft either be partial or plenaty: 7 nor partial, for then 
others may be equally o; not plenary,” {for r 
interruption makes a diſobligend. airs Hino vo 

 Ezphtly, It is utterly inconfiſtentand contradiiineoiwith” 
its ſelf, condemning all refiftance againſt the preſent o- | 
cupant, yet juſtifying every reſiſtance, _ is but 1uc- 
ceſsful, however murderous or unjuſt. WA 


V 
Nintbly, This would utterly make N all the prophe- 


9 
: 


3 


e come, it would for ever. keep him upon the {7 e. 


promiſes and propheſies of his diſpoſſefſion and deruction, 


upon-a penalty of refifting Goel ondINGNCE, and ama. 
tion to oppaſe him. 017 Si wow 
Tenthly, This reproves all W and oppotition chat 


requiring only in them a neutrality in every. conteſt that 
happens, and a ſubjecting .to thoſe only that are upper- 
moſt, and got inta puſſeſſion, which cannot be "a 
until the controverſie be decided, neither ought there to 


be a avg OOO cent being o uncertain. 
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